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   IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

  
 

IAGG’s 5th Executive Committee meeting took place on January 19-20, 2012 in Athens, Greece. Each member gave details 
on their 2011 activities, on the current status of their actions and on the perspectives for the next two years. Globally, the 
past year was very successful for the IAGG. Many actions were undertaken as reported in the annual Newsletters published 
by our Organization in April, July, September and December 2011. 
 
Amongst many important initiatives organized by IAGG and its teams, two major events lay ahead:  
 
��  the 1st African Regional Congress that will be held on October 17-20, 2012 in Cape Town, South Africa 
��  the 20th World Congress scheduled on June 23-27, 2013 in Seoul, Korea  
 
These milestones will bring together researchers, policy makers, geriatric medicine, care practitioners, civil society role 
players, and other relevant stakeholders from across the world. More generally, it will be an opportunity to overview the 
current situation and perspectives of ageing, to raise awareness on national, regional and international needs and 
expectations, and to promote involvement in all aspects of ageing issues worldwide. 
 
The members of the IAGG Executive Committee support all those who dedicate their time and energy (professionally and 
personally) to our old population. May this Newsletter be the witness of our past, present and future input. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
IAGG Executive Committee members: 
Left to right, back row: Peng DU (Asia/Oceania Regional Chair), Isabella ABODERIN (Africa Regional Chair), José JAUREGUI (South 
America & Carribean Regional Chair), Alain FRANCO (Secretary General & Vice President), Vladimir KHAVINSON (Europe Regional 
Chair), Athanase BENETOS (Treasurer), Sung-Jae CHOI (Seoul 2013 Organizing Committee), Bernard FORETTE (Special Advisor), 
François FORETTE (Special Advisor). 
Left to right, front row: Renato GUIMARAES (Past President), Bruno VELLAS (President), Heung Bong CHA (President Elect) 
Missing: Toni ANTONUCCI (North America Regional Chair)
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      EEddiittoorriiaall    

  
 
 
22001122::  AA  kkeeyy  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  AAggiinngg  

In 2012, governments will review their policies on aging 

in the ten-year review of the Madrid International Plan 

of Action on Aging (MIPAA). The MIPAA was 

established during the United Nations’ Second World 

Assembly on Ageing in Madrid in 2002. It provided a 

fresh perspective on the situation of older persons and 

presented a new global agenda to address issues of 

ageing. In acknowledging the demographic revolution 

taking place in countries all over the world, the Plan of 

Action called for a new approach to ageing policies and 

programmes that would promote a society for all ages. 

Along with other NGOs, IAGG works hard to promote a 

UN Convention to Strengthen the Rights of Older 

Persons as ten years later in 2012, respect for human 

rights must progress further for many older people in the 

world.  

2012 is also the European Year for Active Aging and 

Solidarity between Generations. Its objectives are to: 

• Promote active ageing in employment; 

• Facilitate active ageing in the community; 

• Promote healthy ageing and independent living; 

• Enhance solidarity between the generations. 

In the context of the persistent economic and social 

crisis, amplified by demographic change, the Year is a 

unique opportunity to encourage national and European 

policy makers, together with all relevant actors, to 

consider innovative solutions to address the impact of the 

crisis on our ageing societies. 

European citizens, young and old, have already started 

campaigning for older people to be included in European 

development aid. A coalition of organisations, including 

IAGG, has called for concrete commitments to 

mainstream ageing into all relevant European policies. 

Finally, in 2012 the World Health Organization has 

chosen “Ageing and health” as the theme of the World 

Health Day celebrated every year on April 7th (see 

further). Over the past century life expectancy has 

increased dramatically and the world will soon have more 

older people than children. Ageing populations occur 

everywhere, but less-developed countries are witnessing 

the fastest change. This social transformation represents 

both challenges and opportunities. In particular, countries 

may only have a single generation to prepare their health 

and social systems for an ageing world.  

IAGG and WHO organize four workshops to bring 

together world specialists on major age-related issues 

such as nursing homes, dementia and frailty. The last 

one will be dedicated to human rights and will provide 

high-level recommendations and raise general 

awareness. This current issue of the IAGG Newsletter 

aims to give a special focus on the first African IAGG 

Regional Congress associated to the 4th IAGG 

Workshop devoted to Human Rights respect of older 

people, and to inform all those who feel involved in these 

two societal approaches. 

Lastly but not least, may I finish this editorial by saying 

that, more than ever, our planet’s old population will need 

the support of all national and international organizations 

that will accept to join forces to the efforts of Nations of 

good will and of united Nations. 

Alain FRANCO  

Secretary General & Vice President 
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The theme for World Health Day 2012 was "Ageing and health", and it 

provided an opportunity for organisations and individuals worldwide to 

showcase solutions to population ageing, putting health at the core. 

"Good health adds life to years". The focus was how good health 

throughout life can help older men and women lead full and productive 

lives and be a resource for their families and communities. Ageing 

concerns each and every one of us - whether young or old, male or 

female, rich or poor - no matter where we live. 

 

The world is rapidly ageing, and less developed countries will see the fastest change. Hence, there is a unique window of 

opportunity now to prepare health and social systems for an ageing world. 

 

Organizations, cities, communities and individuals around the world were invited to celebrate in 2012 the contribution of older 

women and men on World Health Day through events and other activities. Various local, national and international events  

took place to educate the public and policy-makers on the issue of ageing. 

 

The year 2012 marks the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA). The 

plan is a resource for policy-makers, suggesting ways for governments, non-governmental organizations and other 

stakeholders to re-orient the ways in which their societies perceive, interact with and care for their older citizens. 

 

On World Health Day 2012, WHO recommended the following three calls to action: 

 

      11..  Promote and live a healthy lifestyle across the life-course 

      22.. Create age-friendly environments and policies to engage older men and women 

      33.. Make primary health care age-friendly 

 

Read more about the World Health Day at http://www.who.int/world-health-day/2012/en/index.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AApprriill  77tthh::  WWoorrlldd  HHeeaalltthh  DDaayy  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  
22001122  eeddiittiioonn  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  ““AAggeeiinngg  &&  hheeaalltthh””  
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IAGG has been a very active participant in all discussions 
regarding strengthening of the Rights of Older Persons at 
the United Nations level, and at several academic 
forums. As one of the nine key member-organizations of 
the Global Alliance for the Rights of Older Persons, IAGG 
has presented oral and written statements at the 49th 
and 50th meetings of the UN Commission on Social 
Development (UN-CSD) and at the First and Second 
Open-Ended Working Groups (OEWG) that took place in 
New York in April and August 2011, supporting the 
creation of new international and regional instruments for 
strengthening these rights worldwide. 
 
In December 2010, the General Assembly approved the 
resolution 65/182 by which it decided to establish an 
open-ended working group for the purpose of 
strengthening the protection of human rights of older 
persons. The resolution considers the existing 
international framework of the human rights of older 
persons and identifies possible gaps and on how best to 
address them, including by considering as appropriate 
the feasibility of further instruments and measures. This 
creates an institutional space for a mature and in-depth 
debate on the situation of older persons in all regions of 
the world. It is expected that the 3rd meeting of the 
OEWG, scheduled in August 2012, will bring substantive 
discussions and positive results. 
 
The main lesson learned from IAGG representatives at 
the United Nations and the Global Alliance organizations 
involved in this process, is that a UN Convention on the 
Rights of Older Persons cannot be achieved without 
broad public support from a substantial number of 
countries. In practice, this means that the participation of 
civil society organizations is vital for advancing the 
arguments in favour or otherwise. Decisions and 
positions of each member state, whether they support or 
not a convention on the rights of older persons, are taken 
by governments at national level – thus the importance of 
local organizations to be as vocal and active as possible. 
The establishment of new international laws 
strengthening rights of older persons globally will highly 
depend on the work of NGOs at local and national level. 
 
IAGG, through its worldwide network of society members, 
also has a very important role to play in sponsoring and 
holding symposiums and round tables at academic 
settings, conferences and congresses. This can best be 
done in association with other organizations, academic   

 
institutions and governmental agencies. Research is also 
a very important tool to advocate, as the countries that 
are in opposition for a convention claim for more 
evidence that international legal instruments for the rights 
of older persons will make difference to protect their 
rights. Some countries argue that existing instruments – 
such as the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing 
(MIPAA) are sufficient to protect the rights of older 
persons. The reality though is that MIPAA is not legally 
binding and countries can simply choose not to follow 
any of its recommendations as they are not enforceable. 
Rights of older persons continue to be violated globally. 
Without international legal instruments that oblige 
countries to ratify them into their national law, older 
persons will continue not to have protected their basic 
rights such as the right to health, social participation, 
education, work, social pensions, to give but a few 
examples.  
 
The statements from member states at the first two 
meetings of the OEWG made clear that there are 
substantial regional differences: European countries are 
still are very reluctant, while Latin America and 
Caribbean countries are strongly in favour of the adoption 
of a Convention for the Rights of Older Persons. They 
are already working on an inter-American Convention for 
the Rights of Older Persons. Sadly, most countries from 
Africa, Asia and Oceania have been absent at the UN 
Assembly Hall when the OEWG meets. It has become 
patent that efforts to increase their participation are now 
urgent.  
 
For this reason and taking the opportunity that IAGG will 
hold the 1st IAGG Africa Region Conference on 
Gerontology and Geriatrics in October 17-20, 2012 in 
Cape Town, South Africa, IAGG will organize prior to the 
Conference on October 17th, 2012, a one-day workshop 
with the participation of local and international experts, 
academics, policy makers, leadership organizations and 
civil society groups on Human Rights in order to sensitize 
and work on how to better engage African countries in 
this debate and in the networks working into the rights of 
older persons. 
 
Laura MACHADO 
IAGG Coordinator for UN Affairs 
 
Alex KALACHE 
IAGG Representative at the United Nations 

  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss::  IIAAGGGG  aaccttiioonnss   
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TThhee  OOppeenn--EEnnddeedd  WWoorrkkiinngg  GGrroouupp  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  ((OOEEWWGG  oonn  AAggeeiinngg))    

Established in December 2010 for the purpose of 
strengthening the protection of the human rights of older 
persons, the working group aims to consider the existing 
international framework of the human rights of older 
persons and identify possible gaps and how best to 
address them, including by considering, as appropriate, 
the feasibility of further instruments and measures. 
 
The ffiirrsstt  sseessssiioonn was held on April 18-21, 2011 focused 
on understanding the current situation of the human 
rights of older persons around the world. As member of 
the Global Alliance, IAGG and seven other organizations 
in consultative status with UN’s Economic and Social 
Council, submitted a statement on “Formally protecting 
the rights of older people globally”. Expert panellists from 
different backgrounds, experiences and origin considered 
the existing international and regional human rights 
framework and mechanisms, offered information about 
recent developments, and identified and reflected on a 
number of gaps in the protection systems. The ensuing 
interactive dialogues led to identification of some 
measures to address them at the international level. 
 
The session showed that significant gaps existed in the 
protection afforded to the human rights of older persons, 
including in current data collection but also on statistics 
and specific information provided by States at the 
international level to treaty monitoring mechanisms. 
Delegations noted the need to tackle implementation 
gaps at the national and international levels and offered 
views on some measures to achieve stronger results. 
Some delegations also identified normative gaps and 
called attention to the weaknesses of a fragmented 
system in providing effective protection. Furthermore, 
some delegations, non-governmental organizations and 
experts called for a binding instrument in addition to 
dedicated mechanisms and further measures to address 
these gaps. 
 
The sseeccoonndd  sseessssiioonn convened on August 1-4, 2011 at 
UN’s Headquarters in New York, at the same place as 
the 1st session. It was organized around five topics, 
namely, discrimination and multiple discrimination; the 
right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard 
of physical and mental health; violence and abuse; social 
protection and the right to social security; and age and 
social exclusion. 
 

Sixteen panellists discussed the extent to which the 
human rights situation of older persons had been 
addressed at the national and international levels, in 
reference to concrete legislation, policies and practices. 
Several raised concerns about the slow pace of progress 
on and/or low priority granted to the issue at the national 
and international levels and made reference to the 
limitations of existing mechanisms. Delegations also 
recognized that the Working Group offered a much-
needed opportunity to raise the profile of older persons’ 
human rights in the international human rights agenda 
Delegations welcomed the opportunity to examine areas 
of concern not yet sufficiently addressed internationally, 
and several expressed appreciation for the dialogue, 
which allowed them to outline their good practices and 
efforts towards more age-friendly societies. Delegations 
and representatives from civil society organizations and 
networks recognized the existence of gaps in the 
international protection system.  
 
Among some of the measures suggested during the 
second session, several delegations and representatives 
from civil society organizations and networks, as well as 
a number of panellists, argued in favour of a legally 
binding instrument that could address the various gaps 
identified in the protection of human rights of older 
persons. Other Member States argued for the stronger 
use of core international instruments by existing treaty 
bodies and special procedure mandate holders, noting 
the resource-intense process of drafting a new 
convention. Several delegations also called for a new 
special procedure mandate to focus on the human rights 
of older persons. The second review and appraisal of the 
Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002, 
which is to take place in 2012 to 2013, was also seen as 
an opportunity to assess the current status of the social 
situation, well-being, participation in development and 
rights of older persons. 
 
The tthhiirrdd  sseessssiioonn of the OEWG will take place from 
August 21-24, 2012 in New York. We will keep you 
informed of the outcomes in our next Newsletter. 
 
Laura MACHADO 
IAGG Coordinator for UN Affairs
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Established in 2011, the Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People is a civil society movement born out of the need to 
strengthen the rights and voice of older people globally. The Alliance is the result of the collaborative efforts of the nine 
organizations that currently form its Steering Group: 

 
Through its membership, the Alliance reaches out to older people in all regions of the world to ensure their voices are heard 
by United Nations (UN) and its member states nationally, as well as regionally and internationally, through UN institutions, 
UN Commissions and the UN General Assembly. 
 
The Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People supports the creation of new international and regional human rights 
instruments as powerful tools for strengthening the rights of older people. The Alliance is committed to building national-level 
capacity to work towards more effective human rights instruments for older people. 
 
The Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People fully supports the efforts of UN member states to look more closely at how 
to strengthen the rights of older people globally and believes that for this process to be meaningful, older people themselves 
must be fully involved to voice their own concerns. 
 
It strongly advocates for the UN General Assembly to continue to support the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing and 
secure the necessary resources to ensure: full member state participation; research to better understand the most effective 
ways of protecting older people’s rights; and the active participation of older people and civil society groups interested in the 
security of future generations. 

    
        For more information on their work, you can visit http://www.rightsalliance.org 

     
 

    IIAAGGGG  aanndd  tthhee  RREEIIAACCTTIISS  ccoonnffeerreennccee  
 
IAGG was invited to participate in the international conference on the theme "The Right to Age - Citizenship, social inclusion 
and political participation of older people" organized by the REIACTIS Network (International Research on Age, Citizenship 
and Socio-Economic Integration) on January 25-27, 2012 in Dijon, France. 
 
IAGG Secretary General & Vice President, moderated a symposium, on “Strengthening the Rights of Older Persons towards 
a convention: advances and challenges”. He was assisted by Ms Laura MACHADO, in charge of UN affairs at the IAGG.   
Ms Rosemary LANE from the United Nations’ Focal Point on Aging and other speakers from Organizations such as 
International Federation on Ageing (IFA), Help Age International or Age UK, were invited to present the perspectives from 
different parts of the world. 
 
The main objective of this roundtable was to present and discuss the outcomes of the resolutions of two working groups on 
the rights of older persons and other resolutions of the review of MIPAA that were discussed at the UN in 2011. Were taken 
into account the Review of Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing and the European Year of Active Ageing and 
Solidarity between Generations. More generally, experts from 20 countries and the United Nations were present during this 
three-day event and a total of 400 participants was reported.   
 
Alain FRANCO 
IAGG Secretary General & Vice President  

••   ••  AAAARRPP                                                                                                                                            ••  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  &&  GGeerriiaattrriiccss  ((IIAAGGGG))                            
••      ••  AAggee  UUKK                                                                                                                                      ••  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  HHoommeess  aanndd  SSeerrvviicceess  ffoorr  tthhee  AAggeeiinngg  ((IIAAHHSSAA))  

••  GGlloobbaall  AAccttiioonn  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  ((GGAAAA))                                                      ••  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  ((IIFFAA))  GGlloobbaall  AAlllliiaannccee  

••  HHeellppAAggee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall                                                                                      ••  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  LLoonnggeevviittyy  CCeennttrree  ((IILLCC))  

                                                                                                                                                                    ••  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  NNeettwwoorrkk  ffoorr  tthhee  PPrreevveennttiioonn  ooff  EEllddeerr  AAbbuussee  ((IINNPPEEAA))  
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  IINNPPEEAA’’ss  WWoorrlldd  EEllddeerr  AAbbuussee  AAwwaarreenneessss  DDaayy  ((WWEEAAAADD))  
 

UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  rreeccooggnniizzeess  WWoorrlldd  EEllddeerr  AAbbuussee  AAwwaarreenneessss  DDaayy  ((WWEEAAAADD))  aass  aann  ooffffiicciiaall  UUNN  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  

ddaayy  cceelleebbrraatteedd  aannnnuuaallllyy  oonn  JJuunnee  1155..    

  
Message from Gloria M. GUTMAN, PhD, FCAHS, OBC - INPEA President 
 
I am pleased to report that in December 2011, the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA)  achieved 
one of its major goals, having World Elder Abuse Awareness Day  recognized as an official UN International day, celebrated 
annually on June 15.   World Elder Abuse Awareness Day was launched by INPEA in 2006 with an event held in New York 
at the UN.  Now, almost seven years later, events of many types are held around the world on June 15, organized by large 
and small organizations.  
 
Globally, elder abuse - perhaps the last taboo - tends to be under recognized and under reported, according to studies 
undertaken by INPEA members from various countries. Established in 1997 at the IAGG World Congress in Adelaide, INPEA 
has lead the way in raising awareness and urging governments, national and international NGOs, and grassroots 
organizations to  take action to prevent elder abuse and neglect and where it has already occurred, to aid victims.  
 
IAGG members are invited to join with INPEA in Prague, Czech Republic on May 28 for its 7th World Conference on Elder 
Abuse (see announcement page 31) and for the commemoration of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. For further 
information about the conference visit the INPEA website at www.inpea.net 
 

 

INVITATION TO APPOINT AN IAGG «HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICER» IN EACH MEMBER SOCIETY 

 
The IAGG is very much concerned about the situation of old people around the world: the respect of their civil status, the 
right to their autonomy, the need to maintain their standard of living, the need for social protection etc. For this reason, our 
Organization has decided to support action at the United Nations to create international awareness to protect the rights of 
older persons. 
To further involve our Society members in this critical issue and to disseminate information to and from major national actors 
in this field, a recommendation was made during the 5th Executive Committee meeting that was held in Athens on January 
20, 2012: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A general meeting is expected to be organized during the 2013 World Congress in Korea, to  
- bring together all the “Human Rights Officers” present at the congress 
- draft the current status of older persons throughout the world 
- develop discussion on key issues: pensions, policies, law, economics etc 
- make recommendations for future use by governments, international organizations, health and social authorities. 
 
Alain FRANCO 
IAGG Secretary General & Vice President  

The Executive Committee recommends to the member societies to 

designate, at the level of their Executive Committee, an officer/deputy 

in charge of issues on Human Rights for Older Persons. This person 

should be in relation with IAGG action in the field, particularly in the 

UN/WHO activities (IAGG-EC Recommendation 2012-02). 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::  

IIAAGGGG  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ttoo  pprroommoottee  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  
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CCrroossssrrooaaddss  aanndd  OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess……    
 
 

Africa’s population is ageing, driven largely by improved 
survival at younger ages and falling fertility rates, which 
reflect successes in realizing women’s reproductive rights 
and reducing child and maternal mortality.   

While most of Africa is still in earlier stages of the 
demographic transition and will remain younger than 
other parts of the globe, the population share of older 
people (aged 60 years and over) will, nonetheless, see a 
sharp four-fold rise from 5% today to 20% by the end of 
the century. In the same time span, the absolute size of 
the older population will see a massive 13-fold growth 
from 56 million to 716 million. This is a sharper increase 
than for any other world region or age group. Life 
expectancy at age 60 in Africa is already 17 years for 
women and 15 years for men. While slightly shorter than 
the global average (21 and 18 years respectively), this 
signifies that a long old age is becoming a reality for an 
increasingly large number of Africans. 

The demographic projections bring to the fore the 
salience of ageing as an ‘issue’ for Africa’s societies and 
underscore the importance of Gerontology and Geriatrics 
in the continent. 

The establishment, at the IAGG World Congress in Paris 
in 2009, of an official IAGG Africa Region was a clear 
and landmark acknowledgement of this. It came in the 
wake of intensifying reflection in preceding years, by the 
small social and medical academic community working 
on ageing in Africa, on the status of - and in particular the 
profound limitations in – the extant science and practice 
on ageing in the region. 

The introspection was stimulated, in large part, by a 
growing awareness and concern about the lack of 
progress African countries were making in implementing 
recommendations of the United Nations Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and the 
African Union Policy Framework and Plan of Action on 
Ageing (AUPFPOAA) and AU Plan, to which, as 
signatories, they had committed to in 2002.  

 

Underscoring the key role played by a lack of evidence 
and capacity on ageing as a major cause of the policy 
impasse, the reflection highlighted the dearth of (i) a 
critical mass of scientifically incisive and policy-relevant 
analytical research, and requisite skills on ageing in 
Africa, (ii) Gerontological and Geriatric expertise in health 
and social care practice, and (iii) basic understanding of 
issues of ageing among policy makers and planners. A 
poignant illustration of the limitations today is the 
absence of any African scientific or professional journals 
or debate on ageing. 

Underlying the academic, policy and practice capacity 
gaps among academic, policy and practice role players, 
is the absence - with a few notable exceptions - of 
comprehensive training in gerontology and geriatrics in 
higher education institutions, and of appropriately tailored 
and contextualized instruction for professionals, policy 
makers and planners. 

The extent of the gap is indicated by findings of a 2008 
scoping exercise, which largely hold today. They show, 
above all, a broad lack of recognition of Gerontology and 
Geriatrics as specialist instructional areas. As a result, no 
full Gerontology programme exists at any African 
university - although single instructional activities do, 
such as social work course modules or unit courses 
covering aspects of dearth Gerontology in Demography, 
Sociology, Anthropology, Adult Education, Psychology, 
Statistics or Nursing. Likewise, Geriatrics education is 
absent in most SSA countries. Where it exists, it is 
restricted to specialist master's level training in a few 
medical schools (such as in Senegal or South Africa) or 
the inclusion of aspects of Geriatrics in medicine curricula 
- typically at 4th-year level within primary health care 
focus and during clinical rotation. In a few countries, 
departments of psychiatry offer lectures on old age 
psychiatry to medical students. Finally, at the level of 
basic training on ageing for practitioners or policy 
makers, there has been a diverse range of largely ad hoc 
programmes for various target groups in several 
countries. However, no standardized or accredited 
courses exist. 

 

 

GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  aanndd  GGeerriiaattrriiccss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa   
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……  CCrroossssrrooaaddss  aanndd  OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess    
 

 

 

A resolve and recognition of the need for concerted 
action to address the capacity and research gaps through 
South-South and North-South linkages to support African 
stakeholders was a central “raison d’être” for the 
institution of the IAGG Africa region and has remained its 
guiding aim.  

Recent IAGG supported developments, signify the 
progress made thus far. They include the forth coming 
establishment of national Gerontological and Geriatrics 
societies in Kenya and Nigeria (to add to the existing 
ones in South Africa and Tunisia), the building of a 
database of research on ageing in Africa and the 
development of a comprehensive Africa strategy of the 
Global Social Initiative on Ageing (GSIA).  

Another important sign is the forging of new, or 
expansion of existing, Gerontological and Geriatric 
research programmes or projects in a number of African 
universities and research institutions.  At the international 
level, an increasing salience of African perspectives on 
ageing is indicated by their recent, explicit inclusion in 
discussions led by the World Demographic and Ageing 
Forum and the World Economic Forum. 

The forthcoming 1st IAGG Africa Region Conference of 
Gerontology and Geriatrics ‘Ageing Africa: Beyond 

Madrid +10’, which will take place 17-20 October in Cape 
Town, is a culmination of the gathering momentum. It 
presents a critical crossroad for Gerontology and 
Geriatrics in Africa and an opportunity to make a decisive 
step forward. 

On one level, the conference, marking the ten year 
anniversary of the MIPAA and AUPFPOAA, will provide 
not only a unique opportunity for a broad assessment of 
how far the continent has come in developing responses 
to ageing as called for by the Plans. On a second level, - 
by bringing together, for the first time, academic, civil 
society, policy and private sector role players on ageing 

from across Africa - the conference has the potential to 
galvanize abroad movement for an expansion of incisive, 
Africa-relevant Gerontology and Geriatrics education, 
training and research in the region.  

The ultimate aims of such an endeavour are to build 
capacity and evidence to advance policy action on 
ageing in Africa in fulfilment of MIPAA and AUPFPOAA 
recommendations and to forge a vibrant, globally relevant 
African scientific discourse on ageing.  

On a third level, the conference will seek to catalyze 
sustained, core support for African Gerontology and 
Geriatrics from governments, donors and the private 
sector - by highlighting the critical importance of ageing 
issues to the broad quest for social and economic 
development in the continent.  

Going beyond the MIPAA’s call for ‘mainstreaming’ 
ageing across sectoral policies, the conference 
discussions will foster a realization that considerations of 
(i) older people’s well-being, capacity and productivity, (ii) 
their intergenerational impacts on capabilities and 
perspectives of the young, and (iii) the full life course of 
today’s children and young adults, carry real 
opportunities for transformation and growth in Africa. The 
conference partnership with leading bodies shaping 
population and development agendas in the region and 
internationally is a first and promising step to this end. 

 

Isabella ABODERIN  
Chair, IAGG Africa Region  
Conference Convenor, IAGG’s 1st African Regional 
Congress 
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IAGG is proud to announce the organization of the 1st 
Africa Regional Congress “Ageing Africa: Beyond 
Madrid+10” that will take place on October 17-20, 2012 in 
Cape Town, South Africa. The conference will bring 
together researchers, policy makers, geriatric medicine 
and care practitioners, civil society role players, and other 
relevant stakeholders from across Africa and further 
abroad. More generally, it will be an opportunity to 
overview the current situation and perspectives of ageing 
Africa, to raise awareness on regional needs and 
expectations, and to promote involvement in all aspects 
of ageing issues in this part of the world. 

    LLaauunncchh  ooff  tthhee  22nndd  aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  It highlights the three day Scientific Programme, comprising four 
plenary sessions, and three parallel tracks of symposia and paper sessions, as well as a half-day inter-disciplinary 
symposium on “Geriatric Care in Africa”. Vital issues will be discussed during this event and the program will provide a 
unique platform for   
- appraising Africa’s progress in the implementation of MIPAA and the AU Plan 
- studying the major challenges and drivers that have shaped progress in policy action on older persons and impacts in Africa  
- raising the opportunities that the individual and population ageing hold for development in Africa 
- developing knowledge about the scope and determinants of older persons’ vulnerability to poverty, exclusion and ill-health 
- detail how families sustain care & cohesion between generations in rural & urban contexts, & how can they be supported 
- outlook on the roles that new technologies can play, & how should health & social protection systems be reoriented to aging 
populations. 
 
 

    CCaallll  ffoorr  aabbssttrraaccttss::  ddeeaaddlliinnee  MMaayy  1155,,  22001122 To advance the endeavour on ageing in Africa, you are 
invited to submit an abstract for oral (paper) or poster presentations on high-quality research, relevant policy and effective 
practice on any the following session topics within each track:   
 
Track 1 | Participation and Development 
1.1. Risk, vulnerability and oId age poverty in Africa 
1.2. Social Inclusion and contribution of older persons 
1.3. Rural ageing: hardship and benefits  
1.4. Old age in African cities 
1.5. Generations, power and politics in Africa 
 
Track 2 | Health and Health Care 
2.1. Nutrition and health in old age in Africa 
2.2. Ageing and HIV/AIDS 
2.3. The “big five” geriatric syndromes: epidemiology and responses in Africa 
 
Track 3 | Environments and Communities  
3.1. Environments, design, technology and ageing 
3.2. Emergencies, conflict, climate change and older persons  
3.3. Family caregiving for older people 
3.4. Understanding and addressing elder abuse in Africa 
 
To submit an abstract go to: http://abstracts.iagg.cmc-uct.co.za/openconf.php 
 
 
 

CCoonnggrreessss::  IIAAGGGG’’ss  11sstt  AAffrriiccaa  RReeggiioonnaall  CCoonnggrreessss  
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  HHiigghhlliigghhttss    
  
  
OOppeenniinngg  PPlleennaarryy    The aims of MIPAA and the AU Plan are to enhance the well-being of older people in Africa. Through the 
voices of a spectrum of older men and women, the opening plenary will provide for critical reflections on the impact of 
implementation of the plans on the lives of older Africans. In so doing, the session will bring key perspectives into focus for 
reflection and discussion during the remainder of the Conference.  
 
PPlleennaarryy  PPaanneell  II::  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  PPoolliiccyy  AAccttiioonn  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  Drawing on analyses by high-level 
representatives of global, inter-governmental and civil society bodies, the panel will examine contexts, barriers and drivers 
that shape health and social policy action on ageing in the continent. Directions and opportunities will be identified for 
advancing action in these domains in the coming years.  
 
PPlleennaarryy  PPaanneell  IIII::  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  aanndd  OOllddeerr  PPeerrssoonnss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  This panel will assess regional developments on human 
rights of older persons in Africa, and identify key challenges to, and opportunities for ensuring their realisation within national 
policy and social contexts. Discussion will identify a role, moreover, for Africa in advancing the global initiative on a UN 
convention on human rights of older persons.  
 
CClloossiinngg  PPlleennaarryy  A prestigious Robert Butler Memorial Lecture will be given in this Plenary to honour the legacy and 
contribution of Dr Butler to our understanding of challenges and opportunities of longevity, health and ageing for societies 
and individuals. Invited speakers will then reflect incisively on outcomes of the Conference, and propose agendas to advance 
knowledge and action on ageing in Africa.  
  
A detailed provisional program of symposium sessions will be available on this site in April 2012. The Convened symposia 
will treat the following topics:  
 

��������  Participation and Development 
��������  Health and Health Care 
��������  Environments and Communities 
  
  

    SSppeecciiaall  SSyymmppoossiiuumm  oonn  GGeerriiaattrriicc  CCaarree A special half-day symposium on Geriatric Care in Africa is 
scheduled for October 20, 2012 aimed particularly at practitioners in Geriatric Medicine and old age care. Sessions in the 
symposium will address key challenges, latest developments and cutting edge approaches for the medical, health and social 
care of older persons in Africa. It will concern: 
 
11.. Osteoporosis and falls 
22.. Management of non-communicable diseases in older persons: specific clinical considerations 
33.. Extra pyramidal disorders in older persons 
44.. Management of bladder and bowel disorders 
55.. Current concepts in the management of delirium 
66.. Legal perspectives in the practice of Geriatric Medicine 
 

  

    KKeeyy  ddaatteess  rreemmiinnddeerr 
Deadline for abstract submission: May 15, 2012 
Early registration fees apply: until June 30, 2012 
Late registration fees apply: July 1, 2012 - October 20, 2012  
Online registration closes: October 10, 2012 
 
For added information, contact deidre.raubenheimer@uct.ac.za  
or visit the dedicated website at http://www.iagg.cmc-uct.co.za 
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The Federation of Korean Gerontological Societies (FKGS) is organizing IAGG’s 20th World Congress on June 23-27, 2013 
at the Seoul Convention and Exhibition Centre. The Korean team is currently working hard to organize and promote this 
event and we thank them for their heartfull involvement. 
 

 AA  ccaallll  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ssyymmppoossiiaa::  ddeeaaddlliinnee  MMaayy  3311,,  22001122  You are invited to submit your 
proposal on the following topics:  
 
Main themes 

 Biological Science �Clinical Medicine  Social & Behavioural Science  Research, Policy and Practice  
 
Guidelines for submitted symposia 

11.. Each symposium should have three to four speakers for a total of 90 minutes. 
22.. Proposals, only in English, must be submitted only online. 
33.. To facilitate the review process, please pay careful attention and complete all application fields. 
44.. Submission for participation on symposium (as speaker or organizer) is limited to two per person. 
55.. It is assumed that the first author will be the presenter. 
66.. By submitting a proposal at IAGG Seoul 2013, authors are assumed to give consent and authorize the organizers to 
    publish or submit for the publication the abstract and paper, and to include them in any congress publications. 
77.. All communication with the congress secretariat will be done exclusively by the main organizer. 
88.. After the congress, the accepted papers will be published in the online proceedings on the congress website. 
99.. All speakers are required to register and pay the registration fee before the end of May 2013 in order to confirm their 
    presentation. Failure to do this could result in loosing your presentation slot. 
 
Important dates 
� Notification of acceptance: September 2012 
� Notification of presentation schedule: October 2012 
� Final list of accepted proposals: October 2012 
 
Visit the website http://www.iagg2013.org/ to download symposia submission guidelines and to submit online. 
 

AA  ccaallll  ffoorr  oorraall  oorr  ppoosstteerr  aabbssttrraaccttss::  ddeeaaddlliinnee  OOccttoobbeerr  3311,,  22001122  The Scientific Program 
Committee cordially invites you to submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations. Abstracts should be submitted online. 
All abstracts will be reviewed by the Scientific Program Committee and assigned to the appropriate session for oral and 
poster presentations. 
 
Abstract Topics  
Topics for Oral & Poster presentations are open to all fields related to ageing. The details of the different categories listed on 
the website at http://www.people-x.com/homepage/IAGG/data/IAGG2013_Abstract_Category.pdf 
 

 Biological Sciences 
Ageing Models & Other Systems 
Anti-ageing 
Cellular Senescence 
Immune and Ageing 
Longevity and Centenarians 
Mechanisms of Ageing 
Metabolic Ageing  
Oxidative Stress, Exercise & 
Hormesis 
Systems Biology of Ageing & 
Other New Technologies 
 

 Social & Behavioral Science 
Health (and Function) 
Social Policies 
Social Participation 
Social Relationships 
Social Rights 
Living Environment (Age-friendly) 
Personal Development 
Theory and Methods 
Others 
 
 
 

 Clinical Medicine 
Principles of Geriatrics  
Geriatric Syndromes  
Organ Systems and Diseases  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the website at http://www.iagg2013.org/ and read more details about your abstract submission. 
 
 

  CCoonnggrreessss::  IIAAGGGG’’ss  2200tthh  WWoorrlldd  CCoonnggrreessss 
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 HHeellpp  pprroommoottee  tthhee  SSeeoouull  ccoonnggrreessss  iinn  yyoouurr  ccoouunnttrryy  
 
 
IAGG headquarters very much support their actions and 
each President of National Society Members has been 
requested to designate two persons who will be the 
primary contact in their country and to provide the names 
of candidates to the organizing team at 
seoul@iagg2013.org. 
 
In order to support them more actively, you can upload 
Advertissement n°2 (right), in PDF format for distribution 
in your country to national authorities, colleagues, 
networks, etc. The file can be inserted in Powerpoint 
(.ppt) presentations, in Word (.doc) documents, or in any 
web tool to your convenience.   
 
 
Of course, should you have other specific needs, please contact Sujeong Song (Sue) at the IAGG 2013 Secretariat 
seoul@iagg2013.org who will be happy to assist. 
 
 

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  ddeeaaddlliinneess    
Early bird: October 2012 to December 2012 
Regular: January 2013 to April 2013 
Late: April 2013 to June 2013 
 
Further details on the registration fees and process will be explained shortly on the website at http://www.iagg2013.org/ 
 

AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  The Local Organizing Committee will reserve selected hotels in different categories for 
congress participants. Also, Home-Stay programs will be provided as an option not only for participants from developing 
countries and students, but also for those who want to experience Korean culture and make Korean friends. 
 
Bookings for accommodation and home stay: October 2012 to May 2013 
 
Of course, should you have other specific needs, please contact the IAGG 2013 Secretariat (seoul@iagg2013.org) who will 
be happy to assist. 
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The ISG, International Society for Gerontechnology invites you to their 8th World Conference on technologies and technology 
use to serve the aging society (Gerontechnology), in combination with the yearly ISARC conference dedicated to Robotics 
and Automation in Construction. The event takes place on June 26-29, 2012 at the Eindhoven University of Technology, The 
Netherlands, under the umbrella of the European Year for Active Aging 2012. 
 
ISG*ISARC2012 consists of 13 keynotes, 25 symposia, a maximum of both 36 leading-edge technology events, and            
36 chaired oral sessions. In addition, the GeronTechnoPlatform will have continuous video presentations and real-time virtual 
site visits. 
 
Under the theme “Who is afraid of aging?” issues 
pertaining to the aging society are addressed, such as 
quality of life with leisure and pleasure, home care, life-
long working, retrofitting existing buildings and 
infrastructures, and the associated new technologies, 
such as ICT, automation, robotics and governance in the 
construction industry. We start from the rights and needs  
of the aging person living and working in built 
environments. 
 

Participation will include engineers, architects, ICT experts, computer scientists, gerontologists, healthcare providers, social 
service professionals, leisure and recreation specialists, planners, housing developers and managers, as well as people 
responsible for purchasing decisions in aging-related industries such as assisted living, care facilities and hospitals.  
 
Tracks and topics will include: 
 
��������  RRoobboottiiccss ��������  WWoorrkk  &&  LLeeiissuurree ��������  MMoobbiilliittyy  &&  TTrraannssppoorrtt ��������  RReeaalliittiieess  oorr  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  SSyysstteemmss ��������  GGeerroonnTTeecchhnnooPPllaattffoorrmm  ��������     
��������  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  &&  GGoovveerrnnaannccee ��������  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeellff--EEsstteeeemm ��������  HHoouussiinngg  &&  DDaaiillyy  LLiivviinngg ��������  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy ��������                

��������  AAuuttoommaattiioonn �������� MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  &&  SSoocciiaall  IIssssuueess ��������  GGeerroonntteecchhnnoollooggyy  AArrtt ��������  
 

 
 

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn    
Participants will benefit from regular rates before May 1, 2012.  
Special fees will be provided to: Students * - ISG / IAARC / IAGG members ** - Persons over 70 years old    
            
*Full time MSc and PhD students must send proof to support@futuresiteconferences.nl 
**Membership must be proven of the national gerontology/geriatrics society that is affiliated with IAGG  
 
Contact: support@futuresiteconferences.nl   
Website: http://www.futuresiteconferences.nl/index.php/isg-isarc/ISGISARC2012/ 
 
 
 

CCoonnggrreessss::  IISSGG**IISSAARRCC22001122  
                                    88tthh  WWoorrlldd  CCoonnggrreessss  oonn  GGeerroonntteecchhnnoollooggyy  

SSppeecciiaall  eevveenntt    
IAGG has accepted to organize a symposium on JJuunnee  2288,,  22001122  on the theme “An overview of Frailty and new 
technologies”. Professor Athanase BENETOS, Professor of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics and Head of the 
Department of Geriatrics at the Nancy University Hospital (France), as well as IAGG Treasurer, will conduct discussions 
on: 

��������  Frailty and new technologies 
��������  Frailty: a biological syndrome contribution of new technologies 
��������  A new methodical approach to detect clinical syndrome of frailty  
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IAGG will organize the 22nndd  IInntteennssiivvee  CCoouurrssee  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  oonn  JJuunnee  2211--2222,,  22001122 at the Institut de l’Envelliment of 
the University Autonoma of Barcelona. Situated within the premises of the Hospital de la Santa Creu i Sant Pau, the meeting 
place will permit the organization of sessions and workshops. The program will be dedicated to two main themes: 
Gerontology and Cancer with topics such as: 
 
• How to teach & how to publish in gerontology 
• Palliative care 
• Clinical trials in frail older adults 
• Clinical case in psychogeriatrics 
• Longitudinal study on ageing 
• Epidemiological & medical aspects of ageing 
• Epidemiology and ageing 
• Biology interactions of cancer and age 
• Epidemiology of cancer 

• New forms of radiation treatment in older adults 
• Geriatric and physical assessment  
• Therapy: targeted treatment and the elderly 
• Physical performance in older patients in cancer 
• Hematologic complications of cancer treatment in the 
elderly and anemia  
• Clinical manifestations of cancer in the elderly  
• Prostate cancer & breast cancer in older subjects 
 

 
The course is intended for students, professionals, 
researchers and all other actors in the field of ageing. So 
spread the news all around to your fellow colleagues, 
network members and students. 
 
RReeggiisstteerr  nnooww  ttoo  bbeenneeffiitt  ffrroomm  ssppeecciiaall  rraatteess  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iicc--aaggeeiinngg..ccoomm  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Designed for international young geriatricians with research potentials to develop their career and to establish their future 

research network, the 1st Master Class in Asia was held in Taiwan last November. It brought together 8 international tutors 

who accepted to share their knowledge with 25 participants from different Asian countries. Exchanges concerned 

epidemiology, diagnosis, biomarkers, management of BPSD, and future therapeutic implications. Besides, every delegate 

presented their own research work to the tutors and their colleagues in group discussions.  

 

The 2012 version will be held end of August in Hong Kong and in 2013 another session will be organized in Beijing, China. 

More information will be available soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EEdduuccaattiioonn::  IIAAGGGG’’ss  22nndd  IInntteennssiivvee  CCoouurrssee  oonn  AAggeeiinngg  

EEdduuccaattiioonn::  ffuuttuurree  MMaasstteerr  CCllaasssseess  oonn  AAggiinngg  iinn  AAssiiaa  



 17

 

 

 

 
 
 

      
 

SSuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  GGeerroonnttoollooggiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  SSiinnggaappoorree  

((GGSSSS)),,  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  sseerrvviicceess  aaggeenncciieess,,  tthhee  

nneeww  pprrooggrraammmmee  aaiimmss  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  sskkiilllleedd  ppeerrssoonnnneell  

ffoorr  eellddeerrccaarree  sseeccttoorr..  

  
Come July 2011, individuals who seek specialised 
training in eldercare will be able to upgrade their skills 
and qualification through a Master of Gerontology offered 
by SIM University (UniSIM).  
 
In the 2011 Budget, the government has announced its 
strong support to build up the nation’s long-term care 
sector which includes the eldercare sector. Critical to 
enhancing the level of care in this sector is the availability 
of a core pool of skilled and dedicated professionals who 
can provide specialised and multi-dimensional care in 
health, social and psychological services. The UniSIM 
Gerontology programme is in line with the government’s 
priority in a rapidly ageing population. Not only will the 
programme fill the gap in the provision of systematic and 
holistic training of eldercare professionals, the 
interdisciplinary nature of the programme will also 
prepare them to assume leadership roles in the sector. 
 
Supported by the Ministry of Community Development, 
Youth and Sports (MCYS), the National Council of Social 
Service (NCSS) and the Gerontological Society of 
Singapore (GSS), this will be the first Master degree in 
Gerontology to be offered in Singapore. GSS will also be 
providing scholarships to members of the public 
interested in taking up this Master programme. 
   

NNeeeedd  ffoorr  ttrraaiinneedd  pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  iinn  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy In 
Singapore, the percentage of Singapore residents aged  

65 years and above has increased from 3.4% in 1970 to 
9% in 2010. This figure is expected to triple to one in 
every five Singapore residents - nearly a million in 
absolute number - by 2030. In Asia, Singapore is second 
only to Japan in its rate of ageing.  
 
Most Gerontology degree programmes in the world are 
provided at the Master’s level, as the area of 
specialisation appeals mainly to more mature learners or 
those who hold a related Bachelor’s degree and are 
already working in the social services sector. In the 
region, Hong Kong, China and Japan offer Master 
degrees in Gerontology. In Australia, the United States, 
the United Kingdom and other European countries, 
Master degrees in Gerontology are widespread. 
 
The UniSIM Master of Gerontology programme is 
targeted at professionals who have degrees in areas 
such as social work, nursing, counselling, psychology, 
physio and occupational therapy, and even other 
disciplines such as medicine and architecture, and who 
wish to pursue a specialisation in gerontology. 
 
It is also open to graduates from any disciplines, 
providing an avenue for those who wish to make a mid-
career switch into the eldercare sector. 
 
The programme will also appeal to a small pool of 
retirees and care givers who will find such a programme 
helpful in enabling them to care for themselves and their 
loved ones more effectively.  
 
For more information on the programme please visit 
http://ogs1.unisim.edu.sg:81/ger_overview.html

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EEdduuccaattiioonn  ::  AA  MMaasstteerr  ooff  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  ffoorr  SSiinnggaappoorree  
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AAffrriiccaa  PPrrooggrraammmmee  

  
Under the auspices of the IAGG Global Social Initiative 

on Ageing (GSIA), and based on consultations with key 

academic stakeholders in Africa, plans are underway for 

a strategic programme to advance understanding of, and 

policy responses to the most salient challenges in the 

three critical social areas of ‘liveability’, ‘families’ and 

‘care’ and older persons in Africa. 

 

““LLiivveeaabbiilliittyy”” results from having access to sufficient 

economic and social resources to enable to meet basic 

needs and ensure a good quality of life. A particular 

concern in Africa are questions about the exclusion of 

older persons, relative to younger age groups, from 

contributing to, and benefiting from development. 

Activities on this theme will illuminate age-, generation- 

and/or cohort-related patterns and inequalities in access 

to material resources and impacts on survival and 

citizenship of older adults 

 

““FFaammiilliieess””  aanndd  ““CCaarree”” The world looks to families as 

the key social group in which older people are embedded 

and supported. In Africa, families are pivotal for 

understanding and addressing challenges of ageing, 

including that of care for older persons who are no longer 

able to live independently. A major challenge for Africa is 

to illuminate the realities that juxtapose dominant official 

discourses which uphold the strength of Africa’s family 

values and support as a major, even moral, asset for 

development in the continent with major concerns about  

 

 

 

the inadequacy of the care that families are able to 

provide in contexts of poverty, migration and social strain.  

Activities on the themes of ‘family’ and ‘care’ will aim to 

generate a better understanding of the structures, 

content, adequacy and normative underpinnings of family 

support for dependent older persons and of their 

implications for thinking and policy on sustainable care 

models in Africa. 

 

To this end, the programme will encompass a set of 

agenda framing, research and capacity building activities 

intended to (i) stimulate reflection and active discussion 

on the three themes among relevant African and 

international research, policy and civil society 

stakeholders as well as the public, (ii) develop the foci for 

subsequent GSIA-led knowledge creation and capacity 

building and (iii) advance global scientific and policy 

debates, broadly. 

 

The forthcoming IAGG Africa Region Conference of 

Gerontology and Geriatrics, 17-20 October in Cape Town 

will provide a unique opportunity to learn more about, and 

engage with the GSIA Africa plans. 

 

Isabella ABODERIN  

Chair, IAGG Africa Region  

Conference Convenor, IAGG’s 1st African Regional 

Congress 

 

 

 
 
 
 

NNeettwwoorrkkss::    
IIAAGGGG’’ss  GGlloobbaall  SSoocciiaall  IInniittiiaattiivvee  oonn  AAggiinngg  ((GGSSIIAA)) 
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MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  

The Global Aging Research Network now counts 442 

members. They received a certificate of membership 

confirming their status within the Network. Other 

candidates continue to send their application file with, to 

date, a total of 518 application forms currently under 

review.  

If your centre is  nnoott  yyeett  aa  mmeemmbbeerr, you can apply for 

candidacy and fill out the questionnaire on line at 

http://www.celsius-exhibition.com/iagg/. A Scientific 

Committee will make an in-depth study of your 

application file. The selection process is based on 

different criteria: organization and teams, major works, 

latest publications etc. When accepted your centre will 

receive a certificate of membership. 

If you are already a ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  mmeemmbbeerr of the GARN, 

you will be invited to register online all the members of 

your team. An access code will be provided to each 

member of your centre and he/she will benefit directly 

from the services provided by the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WWeebbssiittee  

IAGG is happy to announce that a website fully dedicated 

to the GARN Network will be launched very soon. This 

new tool gives information to all those interested by our 

research network:  

- membership 

- congress agenda 

- publications on line 

- E-Newsletter 

- latest news from GARN centers 

- job opportunities 

 

 

 

VViissiitt  tthhee  nneeww  GGAARRNN  wweebbssiittee  aatt::  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ggaarrnn--nneettwwoorrkk..oorrgg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NNeettwwoorrkkss::  llaatteesstt  nneewwss  ffoorr  IIAAGGGG’’ss  GGAARRNN  NNeettwwoorrkk 
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Our Organization has currently four official publications that foster all types of age-related issues. For your reminder, we give 
you below a brief description and the website of each journal. 

 

            
 

          
 

          
 

        
 
 

 

            
 
The 5th edition of the “Principles 
and Practice of Geriatric Medicine” 
has been extensively revised, 
includes several new chapters, 
and provides up-to-date, evidence-
based, and practical information 
about all the major medical                   
problems of ageing citizens. 

Three editors, from UK, USA and 
France, have ensured that 
updated chapters describe both 
European and US approaches to 
geriatric medicine, as well as 
reflecting the changes in treatment 
options and medical conditions 
which have emerged since 
publication of the 4th edition in 
2006. The book addresses a 
global audience, and its section on 
world issues is of special interest. 
Several generic issues, such as 
minorities/ethnicity, sepsis and the 
importance of the caregiver are 
included in all chapters as core 

issues. The topic of acute stroke 
has been expanded, as have the 
sections on dementia, 
cardiovascular disease and health, 
respiratory diseases and training. 
This book is essential for all 
clinicians who deal with older 
people, particularly geriatric 
medical specialists, gerontologists, 
researchers and general 
practitioners, as well as post 
graduates, nurses, care home 
staff, trainees in health specialties 
and social workers. 

 
Description: hardcover, 1944 pages, published in April 2012 by Wiley-Blackwell 
See more information on: http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470683937.html 

PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss::  IIAAGGGG’’ss  ooffffiicciiaall  jjoouurrnnaallss  

       JJNNHHAA  --  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  NNuuttrriittiioonn,,  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  AAggiinngg  ((ppuubblliisshheerr::  SSpprriinnggeerr))  

      Scope: scientific & clinical issues related to interactions between nutrition & health in the aging process.  
       Aim: contribute to knowledge on the relationships between nutrition & the aging process throughout 
       adulthood to old age. 

Website: http://www.springer.com/medicine/family/journal/12603    

       GGeerroonntteecchhnnoollooggyy  ((ooffffiicciiaall  jjoouurrnnaall  ooff  IISSGG  --  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSoocciieettyy  ffoorr  GGeerroonntteecchhnnoollooggyy))    
Scope: health, housing, mobility, communication, leisure and work. 
Aim: fitting technological environments to support changing life goals and lifestyle preferences  
into advanced age.           
Website: http://www.gerontechnology.info/index.php/journal 

       EEuurrooppeeaann  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  AAggeeiinngg  ((ppuubblliisshheerr::  SSpprriinnggeerr))  
Scope: social, behavioural and health-related aspects of ageing. 
Aim: stimulate communication between researchers and those using research findings, contribute  
to better policies & develop better practice. 
Website: http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/population+studies/journal/10433 

       GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  ((ppuubblliisshheerr::  KKaarrggeerr))  
Scope: clinical, experimental, behavioural, regenerative and technological science research into the  
aging process.  
Aim: understanding the basic mechanisms of aging and age-related diseases.  
Website:http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=JournalHome&ProduktNr=224091 

PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss::    
Pathy's Principles and Practice of Geriatric Medicine  
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The Journal of Frailty and Aging (JFA) will be a peer-reviewed international journal aimed at presenting articles that are 
related to research in the area of aging and age-related (sub)clinical conditions. In particular, the journal will publish high-
quality papers describing and discussing social, biological, and clinical features underlying the onset and development of 
frailty in older persons.  
 
Frailty, defined as a syndrome characterized by a multidimensional disruption of the homeostasis and responsible for 
exposing the organism at increased risk of negative health-related events, is not an unavoidable condition of aging. 
However, the two phenomena are still related. In fact, frailty might represent the clinical manifestation of the organism 
modifications occurring with advancing age. Given the heterogeneity of both frailty and aging, the journal needs by nature to 
be multidisciplinary.  
 
Moreover, with the aging of our societies, many clinical specialties are today increasingly facing the complexity of (frail) older 
patients. This has required the adoption of different approaches and the modification of the existing clinical and research 
standards, leading to the birth of novel clinical disciplines (e.g., orthogeriatrics, oncogeriatrics, geriatric cardiology,…) and 
research designs (e.g., standardly tailored clinical trials, multidomain interventions, specific guidelines to develop clinical 
research in elders,…).  
 
The Journal of Frailty and Aging will be initially composed of five different sections: 
�� BBiioollooggyy  ooff  ffrraaiillttyy  aanndd  aaggiinngg In this section, the journal will present reports from preclinical studies and experiences 
focused at identifying, describing, and understanding the subclinical pathophysiological mechanisms at the basis of frailty 
and aging. 
�� PPhhyyssiiccaall  ffrraaiillttyy  aanndd  aaggee--rreellaatteedd  bbooddyy  ccoommppoossiittiioonn  mmooddiiffiiccaattiioonnss Studies exploring the physical and functional 
components of frailty will be contained in this section. Moreover, since body composition plays a major role in determining 
physical frailty and, at the same time, represents the most evident feature of the aging process, special attention will be given 
to studies focused on sarcopenia and obesity at older age. 
��  NNeeuurroosscciieenncceess  ooff  ffrraaiillttyy  aanndd  aaggiinngg The section will present result from studies exploring the cognitive and neurological 
aspects of frailty and age-related conditions. In particular, papers on neurodegenerative conditions of advanced age are 
welcomed. 
��  FFrraaiillttyy  aanndd  aaggiinngg  iinn  cclliinniiccss  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh This journal’s section will be devoted at presenting studies on clinical 
issues of frailty and age-related conditions. This multidisciplinary section will particularly welcome reports from clinicians 
coming from different backgrounds and specialties dealing with the heterogeneous clinical manifestations of advanced age. 
Moreover, this part of the journal will also contain reports on frailty- and age-related social and public health issues.  
��  CClliinniiccaall  ttrriiaallss  aanndd  tthheerraappeeuuttiiccss This final section will contain all the manuscripts presenting data on (pharmacological 
and non-pharmacological) interventions aimed at preventing, delaying, or treating frailty and age-related conditions. 
 
This preliminary list of sections might change in the future according to the type and number of papers that each section will 
receive. Different sections might be created to better organize the journal according to the received manuscripts. 
 
The Journal of Frailty and Aging will be a quarterly publication that will not only publish original papers, but also review 
papers, case reports, controversies, letters to the Editor, and book reviews. Manuscripts will be evaluated by the editorial 
staff and, if suitable, by expert reviewers assigned by the editors. The journal will particularly welcome papers by researchers 
from different backgrounds and specialities who may want to share their views and experiences on the common themes of 
frailty and aging. 
 

Should you want to submit a paper, please go to hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ggaarrnn--nneettwwoorrkk..oorrgg and follow instructions. 
 
The Journal of Frailty and Aging is a journal of the International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG) and 
supported by the IAGG’s Global Aging Research Network (GARN). 
 
Matteo CESARI 
Editor-in-Chief  
 

                                     

PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss::  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  FFrraaiillttyy  aanndd  AAggiinngg  ((JJFFAA))  
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Under the auspices of IAGG’s 
Global Aging Research Network 
(GARN), the Institute on Aging of 
the University of Florida will host 
the 2nd symposium on December 
6-7, 2012 at its Lake Nona facility 
in Orlando, USA.  
 

SSaarrccooppeenniiaa is the age-related 
phenomenon characterized by loss 
of muscle mass and strength 
which may consequently 
determine loss of function. Since 
its origins in 1988, when 
Rosenberg during a meeting in 
Albuquerque (New Mexico, USA) 
pointed out the importance of 
focusing more research efforts to 
this major feature of the aging 
process, many steps forward have 
been done in the understanding of 
this condition.  
 
FFooccuuss  oonn::  

�� Biological aspects 
��  Animal models 
�� Preclinical studies 
�� Clinical trials 

�� Functional assessment  
�� Biomarkers & imaging 
�� New drug developments 
�� Physical exercises 
�� Nutrition intervention 
�� Epidemiology of sarcopenia 
 
TThhee  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  pprrooggrraamm  wwiillll  

iinncclluuddee::  

�� Nutrition, anabolic agents and 
sarcopenia 
�� Modifiable risk factors for 
Sarcopenia and mobility disability, 
which could be targeted in 
multicomponent intervention trials 
�� The role of sarcopenia on 
muscle performance: muscle 
quantity vs. muscle quality 
�� Frailty and mobility decline 
�� Methodological issues of 
Sarcopenia trials 
�� Definition of sarcopenia in 
clinical trials 
�� Frailty and muscle metabolism 
dysregulation in the Elderly. 

 
Abstracts should be received no later than June 25th, 2012. More information on http://www.icsr-sarcopenia.com 
 
 

 
 
This year’s meeting of the International Academy of Nutrition and Aging will treat the question of “How to maintain function 
with aging”. Physical and cognitive disabilities are the two most important age related decline. Nutrition is an important factor 
for either sarcopenia or loss of muscle with age, and cognitive functions. The meeting will be hosted in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, USA on July 12 & 13, 2012. IANA2012 will focus physical, cognitive, nutrition, brain and muscle function, prevention 
of frailty with advancing age. This research and practice symposium will be organized in connection with IAGG, the 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) and the University of New Mexico, School of Medicine. Researchers from around 
the world will present new findings in these important fields. 

Online registration: 
http://hsc.unm.edu/som/cme/2012/IANA/IANA.shtml 

Contact: kbreckenridge@salud.unm.edu

    

 
 

RReesseeaarrcchh::  22nndd  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  CCoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  SSaarrccooppeenniiaa  

RReesseeaarrcchh::  TThhee  IIAANNAA  22001122  CCoonnffeerreennccee  
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This project was launched in 2011, with financial support from AMPA “Association Monégasque Pour le recherche sur la 
Maladie d’Alzheimer”. The aims of this project are to improve knowledge about Alzheimer’s disease by increasing the 
exploitation of clinical data from AD studies and to encourage collaborative work. In this way, DSA grants access to clinical 
databases and provides methodological and statistical support when required. Initially, the DSA project plans to open access 
to 3 epidemiological studies and 2 prevention trials. In a second step, the data sharing platform will be able to include other 
cohort or clinical studies from external teams. 
 
TThhee  DDSSAA  pprroocceessss 
For studies proposed by DSA 
1 - Application: submit a project to DSA group  
2 - Evaluation: project will be evaluated according technical, scientific, ethical (if needed) considerations, with respect of  
     confidentiality 
3 - Data access: granted after approval by the Scientific Committee. Once approved, data use agreement will be signed & 
     data access is granted 
4 - Follow up: projects approved are followed by DSA with information about on going project & publication status 
 
SSuubbmmiissssiioonn  ooff  aa  pprroojjeecctt  
Use of a data request form in 3 parts: 
1 - information about requestor and his team project 
2 - information about the project: study outline, methodology, bibliography, justification for request, project timeline, 
     target journal 
3 - detail about variables needed to perform the study. 
 
The website of DSA with the data sharing platform is under construction. Release is expected for summer 2012.  
For further information, you can contact the DSA group at: u1027-dsa@inserm.fr    
 
Sandrine ANDRIEU - Director 
Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health at the 
Toulouse University School of Medicine, 
Head of the UMR 1027 INSERM Research Unit and the 
“Aging and Alzheimer Disease” team 

 

 
 
ECO2012 - The European Congress on Obesity will take place in Lyon, France from May 9-12, 2012. The event is organized 
by the The European Association for the Study of Obesity (EASO) and the Association Francaise d'Etudes et de Recherches 
sur l'Obesité (AFERO). IAGG will organize a joint session with AESO on a topic related to obesity in elderly subjects. To 
enhance knowledge and give the opportunity to learn from leading European and global experts in this and related fields, the 
ECO2012 scientific programme features invited presentations in the form of Plenary Lectures, Review Sessions and Expert 
Workshops. A series of oral and poster sessions will be developed under five key scientific tracks: 
 
Environment and Prevention  
Epidemiology & Intergenerational including “Ageing or 
Obesity in the Elderly” 
Integrated Biology and Inter Organ Crosstalk  
Genes, Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms 
Clinical Practice and Multi Disciplinary Management 

Contact: enquiries@easo.org   Website: http://www.eco2012.org/ 
 

RReesseeaarrcchh::  aa  ffuuttuurree  DDaattaa--sshhaarriinngg  ppllaattffoorrmm 

RReesseeaarrcchh::  EEuurrooppeeaann  CCoonnggrreessss  oonn  OObbeessiittyy 
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   The IAGG, WHO (World Health Organization) and SFGG (Société Française de 
Gériatrie et de Gérontologie) have decided to join to organize four different international workshops from 2010 to 2013. 
Worldwide specialists are invited to present their works and make final recommendations involving major age-related issues. 
 

 

RReesseeaarrcchh::  IIAAGGGG  //  WWHHOO  //  SSFFGGGG  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

WWoorrkksshhoopp  nn°°11  oonn  ““NNuurrssiinngg  HHoommeess””  was held in Toulouse, France in June 2010 and was dedicated to 

“Identification of the main relevant domains for clinical research and quality of care in nursing homes”. Upload the final 
recommendations at http://www.iagg.info/education-research/papers 

WWoorrkksshhoopp  nn°°22  oonn  ““DDeemmeennttiiaa””  took place in January 2011, at the WHO headquarters of Geneva. 
Participants worked to define recommendations on “Health promotion program on prevention of late onset dementia”. 
Upload the related papers and articles at http://www.iagg.info/education-research/papers  

WWoorrkksshhoopp  nn°°33  oonn  ““FFrraaiillttyy”” concerned “Promoting access to innovation and clinical research for frail old 
persons”. It was scheduled on January 20 & 21, 2012 in Athens, Greece and was co-chaired by: 
 
��  Professor Athanase BENETOS, Head Department of Geriatrics, Nancy University Hospital, France and IAGG 
Treasurer 
��  Professor Gilles BERRUT, Chief Geriatric Medical Department, Nantes University Hospital, France and SFGG 
President 

 
In full collaboration with Doctor Islene ARAUJO DE CARVALHO, Dept of Gender, Women & Health, WHO Geneva, 
Switzerland, internationally recognized experts presented their works entitled below: 
 
HHoowwaarrdd  BBEERRGGMMAANN (Canada) Frailty: Searching for a relevant and evidence based framework  
MMaatttteeoo  CCEESSAARRII (France) Is it possible to define frailty? Which criteria in 2012?  
LLuuiiss  MMiigguueell  GGUUTTIIEERRRREEZZ (Mexico) How to include the social factor in determining frailty?  
AAnnttoonniioo  CCHHEERRUUBBIINNII (Italy) Scales to quantify frailty  
LLeeooccaaddiioo  RROODDRRIIGGUUEEZZ  MMAANNAASS (Spain) “Frailty Operative Definition-Consensus Conference" Project   
KKeennnneetthh  RROOCCKKWWOOOODD (Canada) How might deficit accumulation give rise to frailty?   
CCoorrnneell  SSIIEEBBEERR (Germany) Biological markers of frailty  
AAllffoonnssoo  CCRRUUZZ--JJEENNTTOOFFTT (Spain) Is sarcopenia the best determinant of frailty?  
JJeeaann--PPiieerrrree  BBAAEEYYEENNSS (Belgium) Interest of assessment of frailty in the prevention campaigns and screening 
FFrrééddéérriiqquuee  RREETTOORRNNAAZZ (France) Evaluation of frailty in cancer aged patients: Clinical interest and tools  
LLiiaanngg--KKuunngg  CCHHEENN (Taiwan) Taking into account frailty in treating older patients with cardio-metabolic diseases  
 
All together, the 54 participants exchanged in a very constructive manner on the different topics treated. The results of 
the workshop will be distributed shortly on the IAGG website. 

WWoorrkksshhoopp  nn°°44  oonn  ““HHuummaann  rriigghhttss  ffoorr  oollddeerr  ppeerrssoonnss””  will be organized during the African 
Regional congress and Cape Town, South Africa was chosen by our Executive Committee to welcome the last IAGG 
Workshop. Programmed on October 17th, 2012, this event will help understand and raise awareness of the need for a 
Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. It has become a reality today and a challenge for tomorrow. Added 
information will be available soon. 
 



 25

 

 
 

AA  GGeerriiaattrriicc  MMeeddiicciinnee  ccoonnggrreessss  iinn  PPrraagguuee  
 
 

 
 

“Geriatric Medicine: Strengthening interdisciplinary involvement” Czech Republic, Prague, 29-31 August 2012 

This event is organized bi-annually by the IAGG-ER Clinical Medicine Section, in collaboration with the Charles University in 
Prague and the Czech Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics. It will provide a unique opportunity to meet experts in the field, 
teachers, practicing clinicians and researchers, to update knowledge on clinical care, research and innovative models of care 
delivery. The Main aim of the Congress is to increase participation of physicians from medical specialities and particularly 
other non-medical health professionals. Four workshops are planned discussing the role of clinical pharmacists, physio- and 
ergotherapists, nutrition therapists, nursing specialists in contemporary geriatric medicine and elderly care more generally. 

 A call for submitted symposia related to: 
Interdisciplinary approaches in improving nutrition  
Incontinence management  
Musculoskeletal diseases  
Geriatric syndromes in different settings  
Optimizing medication and pharmaceutical care  
Neuropsychiatric diseases  
Preventing infections  
Dementia patients in acute care setting  
Geriatric services and care delivery  
Academic geriatrics, training health care professionals 
 
  

  A call for abstract dedicated to  
New strategies in diabetes management  
Cardiovascular diseases  
Wound care  
Gait disorders and fall prevention  
Safety and quality in geriatric care across settings  
Geriatric assessment updates  
Multidisciplinary clinical skills  
Diagnosing and managing sensory deficits  
Managing co-morbidities  
Clinical case studies

IImmppoorrttaanntt  ddaatteess  
Symposia submission deadline: May 15, 2012  
Early registration deadline: June 1, 2012  
Abstract submission deadline: June 15, 2012 
 
Contact: iaggprague2012@guarant.cz  Website: http://www.iaggprague2012.com 
 
 

  

AA  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  IIAAGGGG--EERR  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  

  
Professor Vladimir KHAVINSON (Russia), IAGG Europe Regional Chair, is happy to announce that the new PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  

IIAAGGGG--EERR  BBeehhaavviioorraall  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  SSeeccttiioonn has been appointed during the European Executive Committee meeting which 

took place in Athens, Greece on January 19, 2012..  PPrrooffeessssoorr  DDoorrllyy  JJ..HH..  DDEEEEGG is currently full professor of epidemiology of 

aging at the EMGO-Institute for Health and Care Research of the Vrije Universiteit (VU University) Medical Centre, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands. She now becomes full member of the IAGG-ER Executive Board and we wish her all the best in 

her new task. 

 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  IIAAGGGG  EEuurrooppee    
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To promote international research in gerontology, two BBuussssee  RReesseeaarrcchh  AAwwaarrddss  wwiillll  bbee  ggrraanntteedd  aatt  IIAAGGGG’’ss  XXXXtthh  WWoorrlldd  

CCoonnggrreessss  ooff  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  aanndd  GGeerriiaattrriiccss  iinn  SSeeoouull,,  KKoorreeaa,,  JJuunnee  2233--2277,,  22001133. In recognition of significant contributions to 
aging research one award will recognize a scientist from the social/behavioral sciences; the other, a scientist from the 
biomedical sciences. These awards are supported from an endowment made by Gerontology International in honor of Ewald 
W. Busse, M.D., past president of the International Association of Gerontology and founding director of the Duke Aging 
Center. This endowment is administered by the Duke University Center for the Study of Aging and Human Development. 
 
The purpose of these awards is to recognize the achievements of late junior or mid-career scientists and to encourage their 
continued contributions to aging research. Awardees will receive certificates and an award of $6,000 (appropriate taxes will 
be deducted). Awardees must be present at the Congress to receive their awards and present a lecture based on their 
research. In addition to the prize, recipients will receive up to $3000 each for travel/living expenses for the Congress. 
 
Candidates for these awards must be nominated and two seconders are recommended. Nominations must be written in 
English and completed in accordance with the following instructions: 
 
1. Completion of an application form (may be uploaded and reproduced on IAGG website (http://www.iagg.info); 
2. A statement of not more than 1,000 words that summarizes the candidate’s research contributions and the significance of 
those contributors; 
3. Candidate’s Curriculum Vitae; 
4. Reprints of 3-5 important scientific publications by the candidate. 
 
Please mail six copies of all items to meet receipt deadline of OOccttoobbeerr  11,,  22001122,, to Dr. Harvey Jay Cohen at the address 
below. E-mailed applications will not be accepted. Additional material may be requested by the Jury Chair or Secretary. 
 
Processing dates of the nominations and selection of awardees follow: 
••  October 1, 2012: Deadline for receipt of nominations 
••  January 4, 2013: Notification of Awardees 
••  June 23-27, 2013: Presentation of Awards 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Harvey Jay COHEN, M.D., Jury Chair 
Busse Research Awards, Center for Aging,  
Box 3003, Rm. 3502, Blue Zone, Trent Drive, Duke University Medical Center, Durham NC 27710 USA 
Phone: +1 919 660 75 02 - Fax: +1 919 684 85 69 
 
Contact: jamazina.smith@duke.edu    Website: http://www.geri.duke.edu/busse/busse.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RReesseeaarrcchh::  22001133  BBuussssee  RReesseeaarrcchh  AAwwaarrddss      

                                                              CCaallll  ffoorr  NNoommiinnaattiioonn  
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RECOMMENDATION RELEVANT TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS PER COUNTRY 

 

 

It has been observed that candidates present application files for membership to IAGG regardless of the number of national 
representation(s) already full member of the Association. 
 
The current IAGG By-Laws (see Title III. Membership) give no indications to limit the number of Society members from the 
same country and this situation provides uneasiness within our international community. Therefore it has been decided 
during the Athens meeting of January 20, 2012, the following: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alain FRANCO 
IAGG Secretary General & Vice President  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Here are the last appointments reported in our member 
society organizations. We would like to extend our warm 
congratulations to the newly elected Presidents for 
having accepted to develop actions in favour of old 
people and we look forward to continue our mutual 
cooperation. We take this opportunity to thank all the 
Past-Presidents for their repeated commitment over the 
last years and send them our best wishes for the future.   
 
Keep headquarters informed of changes undergone by 
your Organisation and contact:      
Constance de SEYNES seynes@cict.fr 
 
 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::    

IIAAGGGG  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ffoorr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ccaannddiiddaacciieess  

The Executive Committee recommends to the National Gerontological and/or Geriatric 

organizations, wishing to apply for IAGG membership, to gather in a unique organisation 

(such as a federation). This recommendation is made in view of strengthening national 

legitimacy and visibility and to facilitate IAGG activities and action at regional and 

international levels (IAGG EC Recommendation 2012-01). 

  

MMEEXXIICCOO::  AAssoocciiaacciioonn  MMeexxiiccaannaa  ddee  GGeerroonnttoollooggiiaa  yy  GGeerriiaattrriiaa  ((AAMMGGGG))  
President � Dr. José Díaz Reyes 
Past-President � Dr. Gerardo Maya Alcantara 
 
MMEEXXIICCOO::  SSoocciieeddaadd  ddee  GGeerriiaattrriiaa  yy  GGeerroonnttoollooggiiaa  ddee  MMeexxiiccoo  AACC  ((GGEEMMAACC))  
President � Dra. Genoveva Penoaloza Contreras 
Past-President � Dr. Enrique Casillas Aceves 
 
NNOORRWWAAYY::  NNoorrwweeggiiaann  GGeerroonnttoollooggiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy    
President � Prof. Hilde Sylliaas  
Past-President � Dr. Arnhild Valen-Sendstad   
 
IITTAALLYY::  SSoocciieettaa  IIttaalliiaannaa  ddii  GGeerroonnttoollooggiiaa  ee  GGeerriiaattrriiaa  
President � Prof. Giuseppe Paolisso 
Past-President � Prof Niccolo Marchionni 
 
BBEELLGGIIUUMM::  BBeellggiiaann  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  aanndd  GGeerriiaattrriicc  SSoocciieettyy  
President � Prof. Jean Petermans 
Past-President � Prof Nele Van Den Noortgate 
 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::    
nneeww  PPrreessiiddeennttss  ffoorr  nnaattiioonnaall  ssoocciieettyy  mmeemmbbeerrss    
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                FFRRAANNCCEE  
  

Founded in 1961, the SSoocciiééttéé  FFrraannççaaiissee  ddee  GGéérriiaattrriiee  eett  ddee  GGéérroonnttoollooggiiee  --  SSFFGGGG (French Society of Geriatrics and 
Gerontology) aims to study all issues related to geriatric medicine and gerontology: ageing process and senescence, 
development of age and longevity, promotion of research and scientific works, dissemination of last scientific findings. The 
SFGG creates synergy with: 
- its 16 regional societies 
- Fondation Nationale de Gérontologie - FNG (National Foundation of Gerontology) 
- Réseau d’Evaluation en Gériatrie de l’Activité des Thérapeutiques – REGATES (Network  for the Geriatric Evaluation of 
Therapeutic Activities) 
 
The SFGG is associated to other French organizations dedicated to: Psycho-geriatrics, Rights of Older Persons, Nutrition 
and Aging, Young Hospital Geriatricians, Promotion of Day Hospital dedicated to Old People, Biology of Aging, Risk of 
Infection in Geriatrics, Medical Coordinators in Nursing Homes, Technologies for Independent-living and Gerontechnology. 
 
Today, Prof Gilles BERRUT (University Hospital of Nantes) is the current SFGG President and the Association counts more 
than 4.200 members. It is organized in three sections: medicine, human sciences and biology, caregivers. 

The SFGG has been or is still involved in actions such as: Solidarity & Great Age Plan, 2008-2012 Palliative Care National 
Program, Plan for “Quality of Life of Persons Suffering from Chronical Diseases”, “Healthy Aging” Program, “Alzheimer” 
Program, “Nutrition and Health” National Program, 2006-2010 “Pain management” Plan, Plan for the Prevention of Abuse 
and Promotion of Good Treatment towards Old Persons and also different recommendations for clinical best practice. 

Its 3322nndd  aannnnuuaall  sscciieennttiiffiicc  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiillll  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  iinn  PPaarriiss  oonn  OOccttoobbeerr  44--66,,  22001122. In addition, the SFGG strongly 
collaborates in the following events:  
 
- 2012: as co-organizer of the four IAGG/WHO/SFGG Workshops. After “Nursing homes” in 2010 and “Dementia” in 2011, 
the third edition was dedicated to “Frailty” and was held in Athens, Greece on January 20-21, 2012.  
TThhee  wwoorrkksshhoopp  nn°°44  oonn  ““HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss””  wwiillll  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  iinn  CCaappee  TToowwnn,,  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  oonn  OOccttoobbeerr  1177,,  22001122    

  

- 2012: as supporter of the bi-annual IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  CCoonnggrreessss  ““AAggiinngg  aanndd  SSlleeeepp  22001122””  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  oonn                          
JJuunnee  2288--2299,,  22001122  iinn  PPaarriiss,,  FFrraannccee. The first edition in Lyon in 2010, reported a total attendance of 300 participants from   
20 countries. 
 
- 2011: as organizer of the 31st annual scientific meeting in Paris dated October 4-6, 2011 that brought together             
1.200 specialists. 
 
- 2010: as organizer of the 9th CIFGG (International French-speaking Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics) in Nice, 
France in October 19-21, 2010 with over 1.400 attendees reported. 
 
- 2009: as host of IAGG’s 19th World Congress organized in Paris on July 5-9, 2009 with more than 6.000 delegates. 
 
Website: http://www.sfgg.fr 
 
 
 
 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::  ffooccuuss  oonn  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  ssoocciieettyy  mmeemmbbeerr  
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        MMEEXXIICCOO 
 
The SSoocciieettyy  ooff  GGeerriiaattrriiccss  aanndd  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  MMeexxiiccoo  AA..CC..  ((GGEEMMAACC))  organized the  XXVVtthh  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonnggrreessss  ooff  GGeerriiaattrriiccss  
aanndd  GGeerroonnttoollooggyy  tthhaatt  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  oonn  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2211--2233,,  22001111 at the Congress Center and the Siglo XXI Convention IMSS 
in Mexico City. Entitled "Research, Teaching and Service Quality for an Aging Society", the congress treated topics such as 
Geriatrics, Biology of Aging, Social Gerontology, Psycho-Gerontology and Care Practices & Policies. 
 
This conference also hosted the following events: 
- 10th IAGG-COMLAT International Forum on Active Aging  
- 3rd National University meeting for Seniors 
- 2nd National Gerontological Meeting for Caregivers 
- 1st National Forum on “Culture of Aging” 
 
It offered to its 415 participants a total of: 
12 exhibitors, 
196 national and international speakers scattered throughout the various conferences, 
 8 round tables, 
19 poster sessions held in the 3 different conference rooms  
 
On this occasion, the new President and members of the new Executive Board were presented. Dra Genoveva PEÑALOZA 
CONTRERAS and her team have accepted their new task for the next 2012-2014 mandate. 
 
Dr. Enrique CASILLAS ACEVES 
Past President of GEMAC A.C. (2009-2011) 
 
 
 

 
 

         &      IAGG 
The International Longevity Centre Global Alliance will organize a symposium on “Productive Ageing: Conditions and 
Opportunities” on May 28, 2012 at IFA’s 11th Global Conference on Ageing in Prague, Czech Republic. 
 
We report below the participation of representatives of both ILC and IAGG organisations and the titles of their lectures: 
 
  DDrr  AAlleexxaannddeerr  KKAALLAACCHHEE, ILC Brazil and IAGG United Nations Representative, will pronounce the 3rd ILC Robert Butler 
Memorial Lecture on “Productive ageing - an imperative in the 21st Century”. 
 
  DDrr  FFrraannççooiissee  FFOORREETTTTEE, ILC France and IAGG Special Advisor, will make an oral presentation on “Healthy and 
productive ageing: Barriers and incentives in the UK, Japan and France”. 
 
  DDrr  PPeenngg  DDUU, ILC China and IAGG Asia/Oceania Regional Chair, will present “Productive ageing in India and China: The 
case in two Asian countries”. 
 
 
 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::  IIAAGGGG  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  iinn  aaccttiioonn  

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::  rreeppoorrtt  ffrroomm  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  ssoocciieettyy  mmeemmbbeerr  
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FFAACCUULLTTYY  PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  OOPPEENNIINNGG  
 
Institute of Gerontology, College of Medicine, National Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan 

Website: http://www.iog.ncku.edu.tw 

 

In an effort to strengthen the combination of clinical, educational and research programs, the Institute of Gerontology at 

National Cheng Kung University brings together scholars of geriatrics and gerontology as well as other related sciences and 

work as a multidisciplinary team for promoting successful aging. The institute is now expanding and seeks candidates for a 

faculty position whose teaching and research are focused on elderly nutrition, clinical physiology of aging, or psychology of 

aging. 

 
�� Effective date of appointment: February 1st, 2013 

�� Specializations: Elderly Nutrition, Clinical Physiology of Aging, or Psychology of Aging 

�� Rank: Professor / Associate Professor / Assistant Professor 

�� Qualifications: PhD in gerontology or related areas 

�� Required application documents (either in Chinese or English): 

          11.. Vitae (indicating rank applied for) 

          22.. A statement of research interest 

          33..  A statement of teaching philosophy 

          44.. Proposed course outlines (two courses) 

          55.. A copy of Ph.D. and related certificates 

          66.. Samples of academic publications 

          77.. Three letters of references sent directly from the referees 

�� Application deadline: May 31, 2012 

�� Applicants are required to submit their applications electronically (PDF file type) via E-mail to:  

     em75086@email.ncku.edu.tw  

     or by postal mail (4 copies) to: Institute of Gerontology, College of Medicine,  

     National Cheng Kung University,  

     No.1, University Road,  

     Tainan City 70101, TAIWAN 

 

                                                              

                                   
 
 
 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn::  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  jjoobb  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  
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““XXiinnhhuuaa  NNeewwss””  ddaatteedd  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3300,,  22001111  

CChhiinnaa  aannnnoouunncceess  ppllaann  ttoo  bboooosstt  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  eellddeerrllyy  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
BEIJING, Dec. 27 (Xinhua) -- Chinese government issued a five-year plan to boost social services for the elderly under the 
mounting pressure of an aging population of 178 million. By 2015, the country expects to provide 30 beds in nursing homes 
and community care centers for every 1,000 elderly people, according to the plan announced by the State Council on its 
website. 
The country now has a total of 178 million people over 60, accounting for 13.26 percent of the total population. It has become 
the only country in the world with an elderly population of more than 100 million, and the figure will increase by 3 percent 
annually, a State Council statement said. The elderly population is estimated to reach 221 million in 2015 and 243 million in 
2020, the statement said. 
The country's social services have lagged behind the needs of the elderly, said Li Liguo, Minister of Civil Affairs. In 2010, the 
number of beds in nursing homes and community care centers for the aged totaled 3.2 million across China, or 18 beds for 
every 1,000. The ratio was lower than 50 to 70 beds per 1,000 in developed countries, Li said. 
To meet the target in 2015 set by the plan, the country plans to add 3.4 million beds and renovate 30 percent of the current 
facilities, he said. In next five years, new communities will be required to include care centers for the elderly, he said. 
According to the plan, the country will work to transform some unused public buildings into nursing homes and encourage 
small hotels, villages, enterprises and hospitals to convert unused facilities into nursing homes. 
In next five years, at least 50 percent of revenue from the state welfare lottery program will be spent on social services for the 
elderly, Li said. The government will encourage enterprises and non-governmental organizations to invest in social service 
facilities for the elderly, he said. The government will provide preferential policies of land use and credit to attract more 
investment in the sector, according to the plan. Under the plan, the government will also help elderly people install barrier-
free facilities in their residences. 
 
 
 
 
““GGlloobbaall  TTiimmeess””  ddaatteedd  JJaannuuaarryy  1122,,  22001122  

IIrreellaanndd  sseeeekkss  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  eellddeerrllyy  iinn  iinntteerrnneett  ssoocciieettyy  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Irish government is aiming to increase internet literacy among older people with the launch of a 1.6 million euro training 
program, according to a cabinet minister on Monday. The goal of the scheme is to provide basic internet skills to 30,000 
elderly people across the country who are less likely engage with the internet themselves. 
The announcement was made by Irish Communications Minister Pat Rabbitte at a new computer training facility run by Age 
Action Ireland, an Irish charity which promotes positive aging and better policies and services for older people. 
The Irish minister detailed how the training program will help those involved. "This scheme will enable thousands of people 
throughout Ireland, people otherwise likely to be left behind in the knowledge society, to acquire the basic practical know-
how to improve their digital skills. In particular this will help older people, those with disabilities, the unemployed and other 
key target groups. They will learn to use the internet, emails and how to conduct simple on-line transactions," he said. 
"Previous schemes show that learning such basic skills helps people in many ways, giving them new communication options, 
new opportunities to save money, as well as better access to a wide range of on-line services," he added. 
"We have also seen how such new skills and the opportunities that result from them improve people's confidence and 
wellbeing.  
 
More widespread participation in the knowledge society is a win- win outcome with advantages for citizens, government and 
the wider economy. 
 
 

RREEAADD  IINN  TTHHEE  PPRREESSSS  ((iinn  cchhrroonnoollooggiiccaall  oorrddeerr))  



 32

 

 
 

  ARGENTINA: September 2012 - The MERCOSUR Regional Congress of Gerontology & Geriatrics will be 
conducted in Buenos Aires by the Sociedad Argentina de Gerontología y Geriatría (SAGG). This meeting will bring together 
the five member countries of the MERCOSUR (Mercado Común del Sur - Southern Common Market): Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela. More news soon… 
 
Website: http://www.sagg.org.ar/ 
 
 

    BRAZIL:  May 22-24, 2012 - The XVIIIth Brazilian Congress Gerontology & 
Geriatrics will be held at the Convention Center “Sul Americas” of Rio de Janeiro. The theme of this year’s meeting is “Aging: 
opportunities, challenges and achievements”. Below the different topics chosen for the communications: 
 
Studies in basic science: biogerontology 
Epidemiology 
Comprehensive geriatric assessment 
Iatrogeny and therapy in the elderly 
Emergency geriatric and intensive care 
Prevention in aging 
Dementia and other cognitive and neurological disorders, 
delirium 
Depression and other psychiatric disorders 
Other Geriatric Syndromes 
Cardiovascular disease, respiratory and metabolic 
Urologic and kidney disorders 
Falls and pathologies of the locomotor 
Geriatric Oncology 
Surgery in the elderly and pre-operative 

Pain, palliative care and ethics 
Sarcopenia and frailty 
Nutrition and its disorders 
Psychological aspects of aging 
Rehabilitation / Physical Activity and Gerontotecnology 
Sensory Disorders 
Clinical research in the elderly - Evidence-based 
medicine 
Social and economic of human aging 
Long-stay institutions for the elderly and models of care 
Human resources training in Geriatrics and Gerontology 
Quality of Life - Citizenship - Right of elderly 
Public policies (social policy and retirement) 
Dental Care 

 
Website: http://www.cbgg2012.com.br 
 
 

   CANADA - April 19-21, 2012: The 32nd Annual Scientific Meeting of the Canadian Geriatrics 
Society will take place in Québec City. This event allows the meeting hundreds of Canadian and international geriatricians 
and other Allied Health Professionals implicated in their daily practice in the care of elderly persons.  A common goal unites 
them is this scientific meeting: knowledge sharing and the desire to deliver high quality of care to the elderly population.  
 
Invitation is open to doctors, residents, and other healthcare professionals working with seniors in their daily practices looking 
to acquire new knowledge in order to provide older patients with better quality service. Most of the talks and parallel sessions 
will be held in English, with simultaneous interpretation provided (for French sessions only). 
 
This Scientific Meeting offers three full days of world-class speakers, sessions, and networking opportunities with other 
professionals who share a common goal. You can learn more about the meeting, register, and submit an abstract directly on 
their website. 
 
Contact:   fmc@fmc.ulaval.ca       Website: http://www.cgsquebec2012.ca/index.php?id=558&L=2 
 
 
 

OOTTHHEERR  IIAAGGGG  NNEEWWSS  ((iinn  aallpphhaabbeettiiccaall  oorrddeerr  ooff  ccoouunnttrriieess))  



 33

 
 

  CANADA - October 18-20, 2012: The Canadian Association on 
Gerontology (CAG) is pleased to announce the Call for Abstracts for “Aging in a Changing World,” its 41st Annual Scientific & 
Educational Meeting (ASEM) in Vancouver. The ASEM is the primary multi-disciplinary conference in Canada for those 
interested in individual and population aging. It features world renowned keynote speakers, cutting-edge symposia, 
opportunities to present papers and posters, and an exciting social program. Sponsorship and exhibiting opportunities are 
also available. You are invited to take part in this dynamic forum for knowledge exchange and networking, and abstracts 
across all aspects of aging are welcome as well as submissions from international delegates.  
 
Symposium sessions will be dedicated to  
◦ Educational Gerontology  
◦ Health and Biological Sciences  
◦ Psychology  
◦ Social Sciences  
◦ Social Policy and Practice    
 
Deadline for abstract submission: April 30, 2012 
 
Contact: contact@cagacg.ca         Website: http://www.cagacg.ca 
 
 
 
 

  COLOMBIA - April 18-21, 2012: The Colombian Association of 
Gerontology & Geriatrics is organizing its Xth International Congress at the Centro de Convenciones Plaza Mayor of the city 
of Medellin. The theme chosen is “The power of the old: from protection to decision, it is time to act”.  
Two other events will take place during the congress: 
- the "XIth International Forum IAGG-COMLAT on Active Aging"  
- the "1st Course for Families and Society on Aging and Old Age"  
 
 
Contact: congreso2012@acgg.org.co                    Website: http://www.acgg.org.co/eventos/congreso_2012/invitacion.html 
 
 
 
 

    CZECH REPUBLIC - May 28, 2012: The 7th World Conference of the International Network for the 
Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA) will take place in Prague. INPEA and ZIVOT90 are partnering to host an outstanding 
international event that will take place during the 11th Global Conference of the International Federation of Ageing (IFA).  At 
the ZIVOT 90 Theatre, Karoliny Svetle 18, Prague, the full day program will include 6 symposia and three keynote lectures: 
 
Dinesh SETHI, MSc MD MRCP FFPH, Program Manager (a.i) Violence and Injury Prevention at WHO Regional Office for 
Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark will present his work on “Progress in addressing elder maltreatment in the WHO European 
region”. 
 
Jordan I. KOSBERG, Ph.D., ACSW, Winner of INPEA’s Rosalie Wolf International Award 2011, Visiting Professor, School of 
Social Work, New Mexico Highlands University and Adjunct Professor, Division of Geriatrics, University of New Mexico will 
address on “Reconsidering assumptions about men as elder abuse perpetrators and men as elder abuse victims: global 
implication for the prevention of elder abuse”. 
 
Gloria GUTMAN, PhD, OBC, FCAHS, LLD (hon.), INPEA President, will lecture on “Pros and Cons of mandatory reporting”. 
  
See the preliminary program and register now on the organization’s website http://www.inpea.net/registration.html 
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  DENMARK - June 10-13, 2012: The 21st Nordic 
Congress of Gerontology is organized by the Danish Society of Gerontology and the Danish Society of Geriatrics in 
Copenhagen and is entitled “Dilemmas in Ageing Societies”. The congress theme points to challenges of aging societies and 
questions that arise from theory and empirical studies about aging and older people's lives such as: 
- Health and Bio Science - Psychology - Social Science - Cultural Science - Policy and Practice -  
 
Young researchers within gerontology or geriatric medicine have the opportunity of applying for a grant to participate in the 
congress. Grants are sponsored by the Nordic Gerontological Federation and Riksföreningen för Åldrandeforskning. Read 
more here: http://21nkg.dk/grants.html 
 
Contact: congress@21nkg.dk            Website: http://www.21nkg.dk 
 
 
 
 

   FRANCE - October 4-6, 2011: The French Society of Geriatrics & Gerontology 
organizes its 32nd annual scientific meeting, the JASGFF, at the CNIT in Paris, the heart of Europe's biggest business 
district. Abstract submission deadline: May 29, 2012 
 
Contact: info@jasfgg2012.com  Website: http://www.jasfgg2012.com 
 
 
 
 

  GERMANY - December 12, 2012: The 
Conference “Changing Images of Ageing - International Perspectives for a Future-Oriented Policy on Senior Citizens and 
Generations” is organized by the German Centre of Gerontology. Successful policies for all generations need to be based on 
reliable knowledge about the living conditions of those involved. The German Government Reports on the Elderly provide 
such a foundation, notably the latest and sixth report with its focus on images of ageing. At the conference, high ranking 
experts from various fields and countries will discuss the instruments and themes of reporting on matters related to the 
elderly. Special attention will be paid to the role of images of ageing in the working environment and on consumer markets. 
 
Contact: christine.hagen@dza.de       
Website: www.konferenz-altersbilder.de/konferenz-altersbilder.html?&L=1 

 
 
 
 

  IRELAND - 2015 - IAGG’s European Congress: The Irish Gerontological Society (IGS) 
will host IAGG’s 8th European congress in Dublin on April 23-26, 2015. The Congress theme “Unlocking the Demographic 
Dividend”, aims to tap into the growing awareness that gerontological research can help us to understand the collective and 
personal benefits that we gain from population ageing, a better understanding of the barriers to realizing the full potential of 
the Demographic Dividend, and the advances in gerontological science which allow these barriers to be overcome in the 
most effective way possible. 
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  MEXICO - October 10-13, 2012: The 2nd International Congress on Services and Homes for the 
Elderly will be organized in Guadalajara Jalisco by the Sociedad Mexicana de Geronto-Geriatria A.C. (SOMEGGI). This 
year’s edition will treat topics such as:  
- welfare and geronto-geriatrics 
- legislation related to senior people and institutions 
- gerontological training in human resources 

- gerontological tele-care and architecture  
- gerontological marketing service 
- administration and medical tourism 

 
Contact: someggi@aol.com      Website: http://www.someggi.com.mx 
 
 
 
 

  MEXICO - October 16-18, 2012: The Society of Geriatrics and Gerontology Mexico A.C. (GEMAC) will host 
the 15th International Congress of Gerontology & Geriatric and 2nd International Congress of Geriatric Nursing Homes in 
Veracruz. More news soon… 
 
Website: http://www.sociedadgemac.org.mx 
 
 
 
 

   NEW ZEALAND - September 13-15, 2012: The 2012 New 
Zealand Association of Gerontology Conference will take place at the Waipuna Hotel & Conference Centre of Auckland. The 
theme “Ageing and Diversity” It will focus on the health aspects of an ageing population, presenting up-to-date research and 
informed discussion about the health needs of an ageing population, how we can best serve those needs and the impact of 
that ageing population on the New Zealand health system. 
 
There will be five strands within the conference: “Older People & Cognition”, “Carers, Families, Partners”, “Community 
Approaches to Ageing”, “Active Ageing and Participation”, “End of Life”. 
 
Deadline for abstract submission (oral & poster): April 25, 2012 
 
Contact: kathryn@fp2.co.nz           Website: http://www.nzag2012.co.nz/ 
 
 
 
 

   TURKEY - April 1-4, 2012: The Turkish Geriatrics Society is organizing Turk 
Geriatrics 2012 "5th National Congress of Elderly Health" in Antalya-Spice Hotel. The target population of the congress will 
be mainly composed of medical doctors all related to elderly health and also of other health and social professionals. Both 
preventive and therapeutic approaches will be treated to improve the important mission undertaken by physicians, general 
practitioners, colleagues and health professionals. 
 
Contact: turkgeriatri2012@opteamist.com           Website: http://www.turkgeriatri2012.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 36

 

   UNITED KINGDOM - May 16-18, 2012: The British Geriatrics Society Spring Meeting 2012 will 
be held in Venue Cymru, Llandudno, Wales, United Kingdom. The Llandudno programme offers an excellent and varied 
programme that will include Infections in older people; Neurodegenerative disease; Vascular; Certification; Mental health and 
cerebral ageing; Cardiology-Electrophysiological treatment AF; Pruritus in older people; Neuroimaging and stroke; Sleep 
apnoea; Dignity in care; Frailty; Swallow and Nutrition; Falls, gait and balance; Pressure injury; Functional continence 
promotion; Preventing admissions through anticipatory care. 
 
This is a joint meeting with NEURODEMCYMRU which is the themed network for research in neurodegenerative disease in 
Wales. In addition to their members, BGS hopes to attract other researchers and clinicians with an interest in 
neurodegenerative disorders. This exciting programme will be presented by internationally renowned speakers with time for 
discussion and interaction. 
 
Contact: bgs@hamptonmedical.com         Website:  www.bgs.org.uk 
 
 

  UNITED KINGDOM - July 11-13, 2012:  The British Society of Gerontology will hold 
its 41st Annual Conference at the Center for Social Gerontology of Keele University. This interdisciplinary and international 
conference provides an opportunity for participants to engage with contemporary developments in research, policy and 
practice in gerontology and aging studies. The organizing committee was particularly keen to encourage abstracts around: 
 
• Theory and methodology 
• Critical gerontology/critical perspectives 
• Ageing and the Arts and Humanities 
• Intergenerational perspectives 
• Understanding dementia 

• New ageing populations 
• Cross-cultural perspectives 
• Environment and Ageing 
• Pensions and Income Maintenance 

 
Contact: conference_management@kfm.keele.ac.uk 
Website: http://www.keele-conferencemanagement.com/bsg2012 
 
 
 

  UNITED STATES - November 14-18, 2012: The Gerontological Society of 
America (GSA) will organize their 65th annual scientific meeting at the San Diego Convention Center, in California. The last 
edition held in November 2011 in Boston, brought together more than 3500 scientists from both the United States and 
around the world, who participated in over 400 scientific sessions including symposia, paper, and poster presentations. 
 
The theme for 2012 is “Charting New Frontiers in Aging.” Charting implies connections - within and across disciplines, 
professions, individuals, cohorts, generations, systems, environments, cultures and nations. The programme is organized 
around the four sections of the GSA: Biological Sciences, Behavioral & Social Sciences, Health Sciences, Social Research, 
Policy & Practice. 
 
Website: http://www.geron.org/annual-meeting 
 
 
 

   UNITED STATES - July 2017: As member of IAGG’s North America 
Region, the Gerontological Society of America (GSA) presented a bid to host IAGG’s 21st World Congress in San Francisco, 
USA. The Council voted unanimously in favour of this candidacy in view of GSA’s long experience in organizing major events 
and of the city’s important conference facilities. The theme of this future milestone will be “Global Aging and Health: Bridging 
Science, Policy, and Practice”. Best wishes to the organizing committee… 
 
Website: http://www.geron.org 
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   A worldwide survey for older people’s rights  

 
The International Federation on Ageing decided to launch a worldwide survey to understand the reality and the effectiveness 
of older people's rights. Although the world is ageing, age discrimination is rife. Their goal is to understand to what extend 
older adults are facing age discrimination in the world. 
 
If you are part of an organization that deals with the elderly, or if you are an older person, they would appreciate your 
response to their short survey. All your perspectives will help them to develop a Final Report. 
 
Follow this link (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SXYLV85) to fill out the short survey online 
 
You can also forward the survey to anyone who might be interested. If you require further information or assistance, contact 
Ms. Aude Meslin at ameslin@ifa-fiv.org 
 
 

  March 26-28, 2012 - Mexico City, Mexico: The Government of Mexico City, through the 
Institute for the Care of Older Persons in the Federal District, and the Population Division in ECLAC (CELADE) are 
organizing an International Forum on the Rights of Older Persons at the Hilton Hotel Reforma. This meeting will be used to 
analyse issues related to the human rights of older persons with the aim to contribute to the work of the UN Open-Ended 
Working Group on Ageing and to the Working Group on the Rights of Older Persons of the Organization of American States. 
 
Contact: amireya@gmail.com        
Website: http://www.eclac.cl/celade/agenda/5/45805/General_Information_Forum_Mexico_2012.pdf 
 
 

    May 2-4, 2012 - Sydney, Australia: The Australian and New Zealand 
Society of Geriatric Medicine (ANZSGM) will  host the 2012 Annual Scientific Meeting at the Hilton Hotel in Sydney. This 
premier conference for Geriatric Medicine in Australasia will be titled "Dementia - Managing not to Forget". This theme aims 
to nurture the management of future Dementia care and will bring together leading researchers, geriatricians, advanced 
trainee registrars in geriatric medicine and psychogeriatricians, general practitioners, specialist dementia nurses and allied 
health staff. Leading researchers, industry professionals, and pharmaceutical suppliers will journey through the stages of 
Dementia from prevention, early symptoms and diagnosis to current and emerging treatments and managing advanced 
disease.  
 
The exciting program will include keynote presentations from: 
• Professor Peter Passmore, Professor of Ageing and Geriatric Medicine at Queen’s University, Belfast, and 
• Professor Chris Rowe, Lead Scientist Australian Imaging, Biomarker & Lifestyle Study (AIBL), Director of the Department of 

Nuclear Medicine and Centre for PET and Consultant Neurologist to the Memory Disorders Clinic at the Austin Hospital, 
Melbourne.   

 
Contact: anzsgm2012@conceptevents.com.au       Website: http://www.anzsgm2012sydney.org.au/ 
 
 
 
 

OOTTHHEERR  NNEEWWSS  WWOORRLLDDWWIIDDEE  ((iinn  cchhrroonnoollooggiiccaall  oorrddeerr))  
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  May 9-12, 2012 - Stockholm, Sweden: The 12th International 
Stockholm/Springfield Symposium on Advances in Alzheimer Therapy will be organized at the City Conference Centre 
(Folkets Hus), Stockholm, Sweden by Ezio Giacobini and Gabriel Gold (Geneva, Switzerland), Agneta Nordberg (Stockholm, 
Sweden). It will have a strong focus on new and future pharmacological therapies of Alzheimer disease. Particular emphasis 
will be given to new therapeutic targets, discovery of new drugs and outcomes of clinical trials. 
 
Contact: ahamilton@siumed.edu        Website: www.ad-springfield.com 
 

   May 17-19, 2012 - Chicago, USA: The International Society of Advance Care Planning and 
End of Life Care is hosting its 3rd annual conference at the Navy Pier Convention Centre. After Australia and the UK, this 
event is reflective of the increasing importance that the international healthcare sector is placing on this pertinent area of 
patient care. The aim is to provide an ever-increasing high standard of care to patients. A wide range of international 
speakers will present the latest developments and practices in advance care planning, end of life care, and its associated 
disciplines. 
 
Contact: acpelconference@acpelsociety.com      Website: http//:www.acpelsociety.org 
 

  May 22-24, 2012 - Toulouse, France : The 11th French-speaking 
meeting on Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders «11ème Réunion francophone sur la Maladie d’Alzheimer et les 
syndromes apparentés» will be held in Southern France. It will bring together French-speaking countries to focus on fields 
such as fundamental research, translational research, clinical research and patient care.  This year’s edition will present 
major updated scientific findings on: 
- new therapeutic trails 
- imaging of amyloid plaques and relevant functions, observed by PET & different fluorescent markers 
 
Contact: info@alztoulouse2012.com      Website: http://www.alztoulouse2012.com 
 
 

    May 28 - June 1, 2012 - Prague, Czech Republic: The International Federation on Ageing (IFA) 
will organize its 11th Global Conference on Ageing from May 28th to June 1st 2012 in Prague, Czech Republic. The 
conference will be held under the auspices of the Dagmar and Václav Havel Foundation VIZE 97 and will treat 4 main 
themes:� Older Persons and Development � Advancing Health and Well-being into Old Age � Ensuring Enabling and 
Supportive Environments Connected Technologies � 

 
 Contact: ifa2012@guarant.cz   Website: http://www.ifa2012.org/ 
 
 

   June 24-26, 2012 -  Ann Arbor, USA: The Aging, Mobility and 
Quality of Life (AMQoL) 2012 conference will take place at the University of Michigan and will focus on the particular 
requirements of elderly people for transport/mobility that gives them access to the various activities and services that 
maintain their health and well-being and enhance their quality of life. The conference will bring together experts from the 
following fields: gerontologists/geriatricians, transport researchers, operators and regulators, psychologists/behavioural 
researchers, urban planning researchers and policymakers, safety researchers, mech/elec engineers from industry and 
academia, tourism/leisure researchers/industry, occupational therapists, medical professionals. 
 
The following topic areas will be concerned: Mobility-related characteristics and activities of elderly people: spacial cognition 
and wayfinding, social participation, travel behaviour, exercise and health, tourism and leisure, personal security, transport 
safety, aging in developing and newly industrialising countries.  
 
Contact: y.wu@elsevier.com       Website: http://www.agingmobilityconference.com/index.html 
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    June 28-29, 2012 - Paris, France: Every two years, this international 
meeting brings together geriatricians, gerontologists, sleep medicine specialists, respiratory medicine physicians, 
neurologists, primary care physicians, internal medicine specialists, trainees and health care providers as well as 
researchers with an interest in the elderly. Aging and Sleep 2012 will focus on diagnostic and therapeutic processes that 
have, or will have, real clinical utility in the elderly. The expert faculty will present how best to implement the main diagnostic 
tools and therapeutic strategies in everyday clinical practice.  
 
Topics will include: Anesthesia and sleep in the elderly • Frailty, disability, multiple morbidity and sleep disorder • Central 
sleep apnea • A diagnostic and treatment challenge • Obstructive sleep apnea and consequences • Methodology in geriatric 
sleep medicine • Intermittent hypoxia • Neurodegenerative disease and sleep in the elderly • Cognition, dementia and sleep • 
Sleep and pulmonary disease • Research perspectives in geriatric sleep medicine • Late life insomnia • Quality of life • 
 
Contact: agingandsleep2012@univ-lyon1.fr           Website: http://www.aging-sleep.com/en 
 
 

   July 14-19, 2012 - Vancouver, Canada: AAIC 2012 
(Alzheimer’s Association International Conference), is the world’s largest gathering of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
researchers, physicians and other health care professionals. AAIC 2012 will offer a new conference track focused on social, 
behavioral and care research and practice, designed for dementia care researchers and practitioners. 
 
Abstract submission: April 23, 2012 - May 7, 2012                                             Early bird registration ends: May 14, 2012 
 
Contact: aaic@alz.org               Website: http://www.alz.org/aaic 
 
 

    September 18-20, 2012 - Vienna, Austria: The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE)’s Ministerial Conference on Ageing is organized within the framework of the implementation of the Madrid 
International Plan for Action on Ageing (MIPAA). The event will mark MIPAA’s 10th anniversary and the 30th anniversary of 
the first World summit on Ageing in Vienna 1982. It will gather ministers, high-level government officials and experts from 
across the region to take stock and evaluate implementation of MIPAA in the five years since the León Ministerial 
Conference (2007) and discuss how to approach the challenges that still remain. 

The aim of the conference is the second review of the implementation of the ten commitments of the Madrid International 
Plan of Action on Ageing and the Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS), and the progress made since the UNECE 
Ministerial Conference in León 2007. The representatives of the 56 Member States will report on the implementation of these 
obligations in their respective countries and discuss general issues related to ageing.  

The preparation, implementation and follow-up of the conference will be conducted by the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection in cooperation with the UNECE Secretariat in Geneva and with support of 
the European Commission. 

    September 26-28, 2012 - Brussels, Belgium: 
The 8th Congress of the European Union Geriatric Medicine Society (EUGMS) will be hosted by the Belgian Society for 
Gerontology and Geriatrics and will be dedicated to “Clinical Aspects of Longevity”. The event will take place at the Square 
Brussels Meeting Centre and will offer a variety of high quality continuing education sessions, eligible for European 
Continuing Medical Education (CME) credits. These include invited symposia, submitted symposia, an educational Core 
Curriculum and satellite symposia. Sessions will include information focused on topics in accordance with the theme of the 
Congress, “Clinical Aspects of Longevity”.  
 
Contact: s.sommer@clq-group.com  Website: http://www.eugmsbrussels2012.org/ 
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   October 20-21, 2012 - Hong Kong: The Hong Kong Geriatrics Society 
will host the Asia Pacific Geriatrics Conference (APGC) cum Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) 2012 on 20-21 Oct 2012 at the 
Eaton Smart Hotel, Hong Kong. The APGC is a biennial event which attracts eminent local and overseas geriatricians and 
gerontologists to participate, including geriatricians and physicians of other medical sub-specialties, family physicians, nurses 
and allied health professionals sharing the same interest in geriatric medicine. 
 
With the theme of “Practising Geriatrics in the Ageing Community”, a high quality 2-day program covering topics related to 
bone health and falls, cognitive impairment, cardiovascular diseases, community service models, COPD, diabetes, end of life 
care, geriatrics nursing, liaison with hospital care (acute care for the elderly), long term care, nutrition, rehabilitation, renal 
failure and stroke has been developed.  
 
Abstract submission deadline: June 15, 2012 
 
Contact: apgc2012@mci-group.com Website: http://www.globalevent.hk/apgc2012/ 
 
 

     October 4-6, 2012 Vienna, Austria: The 22nd Alzheimer Europe Conference will be 
entitled “Changing perception, practise and policy”. The event setup by the non-profit Organisation aims to improve the care 
and treatment of Alzheimer patients in Europe. Last year’s conference in Warsaw, Poland brought together more than 470 
delegates from nearly 40 countries. Information on the 2012 Conference including the call for abstracts will be made 
available shortly. The organizers will welcome abstracts on the following topics: 
 
Assistive technologies 
Care services 
Carer support 
Consent, advance directives and guardianship systems 
Dementia-friendly communities 
Diagnosis 
End-of-life issues 
Epidemiology 
Involving people with dementia 

Long-term care 
National dementia strategies 
Perceptions of dementia 
Prevention 
Psycho-social interventions 
Quality of life 
Socio-economic cost of dementia 
Stigma and discrimination 
Treatment 

 
End of early bird registration: June 30, 2012 
 
Contact: info@alzheimer-europe.org      Website: http://www.Alzheimer-europe.org/EN/conferences 
 
 

     October 29-31, 2012 - Monte Carlo, Monaco:  The 5th edition of the meeting on Clinical 
Trials on Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD), will take place in Monte Carlo. CTAD 2012 will once again bring the key leaders 
involved in clinical trials to appreciate the full spectrum of AD from an asymptomatic stage through dementia, discuss the 
development of the next generation of Alzheimer’s disease treatments as well as learn to harmonize the various neuro-
imaging techniques and their analyses. 
 
Alzheimer’s disease is one of the most important health challenges worldwide. This conference will also focus on new 
results, actual and future methodological issues, disease-modifying outcomes, biomarkers, fundamental research, new 
therapeutics, biomarkers and impact on healthcare economy. CTAD will again be an opportunity to hear about the clinical 
experiences of international teams, exchange with your peers on the difficulties and challenges of Alzheimer’s disease and 
take home some hands-on therapeutic and methodological tools to improve and reinforce AD clinical trials teams.  
 
Deadline for submitting a symposium: May 15, 2012 
Deadline for submitting an oral communication or poster presentation: June 15, 2012 
 
Contact: ctad@ant-congres.com            Website: http://www.ctad.fr 
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  AAbboouutt  IIAAGGGG::    
                              AA  qquueessttiioonn??  AAnn  aannsswweerr  
 

WWhheenn  wwiillll  tthhee  nneexxtt  IIAAGGGG  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoonnggrreessss  bbee  hheelldd??  
  
 
��  Africa: October 17-20, 2012, Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA 

��������  World: June 23-27, 2013, Seoul, KOREA 

��������  Europe: April 23-26 2015, Dublin, IRELAND 

��������  Asia/Oceania: June 2015, Bangkok, THAILAND 

��������  PPaannAAmmeerriiccaa::  2015, COLOMBIA (date & city to be confirmed) 

 

      RREEMMIINNDDEERR  FFOORR  AALLLL  IIAAGGGG  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  MMEEMMBBEERRSS    
 

In order to keep contact with your organization and to communicate efficiently with you, 
please do not forget to update the information related to your membership  

(name of council member(s), name of contact, e-mail & postal addresses, phone number & fax) 
 

IIAAGGGG  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  OOffffiiccee::    
Constance de SEYNES 

c/o Faculté de Médecine - Institut du Vieillissement,  
37 Allées Jules Guesde, 31000 Toulouse, FRANCE 

Phone: + 33 (0)5.61.14.56.39 - Fax: + 33 (0)5.61.14.56.40 
E-mail: seynes@cict.fr - Website: http://www.iagg.info 

 

Warning: IAGG has taken and will take care to ensure that the information printed in this Newsletter is accurate. References and links to 
other websites are mentioned for the interest and comfort of readers/users. However, IAGG makes no representations or warranties express 
or implied as to the content of other websites that may be accessed through hyperlinks. IAGG’s responsibility and approval are therefore not 

implied concerning the content of these different websites. 


